fort  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)-i 
Southern  Baptists  may  firtd  out  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  how  they  will  fare  in  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  low-power  television 
channels  when  the  Federal  Communi¬ 
cations  Commission  announces  it* 
rules  and  procedures  for  the  new 
broadcast  service- 
Congress  has  given  the  FCC  until 
Feb.  l  to  deyelop  a  plan  to  handle  the 
more  than  6,000  applications  filed  iar 
the  new  channels.  The  Southern  Bap- 


applicants  for  the  same  channel  in  the  vision.  The  lottery,  as  planned  by  the 
same  city.  The  FCC  is  expected  to  fCC,  would  not  give  preference  to 
propose  a  system  of  random  selection  such  applicants, 
by  lottery  for  awarding  these  “mutu-  The  commission  suggested  that  a 
ally  exclusive”  applications.  lottery  be  used  only  as  a  last  resort, 

While  the  FCC  traditionally  has  used  and  only  after  the  competing  applica- 
lengthy ,  expansive  legal  hearings  to  tions  for  a  particular  channel  are  nar- 
compare  competing  applications,  last  rowed  down  to  those  representing 
August  Congress- authorized  the  lot-  minorities  and  those  planning  non- 
teries  to  allow  the  F<pC  to  speed  up  commercial  service, 
licenses.  This  would  have  a  definite  effect  on 

'  Evidenced  by  response  to  the  ph>-  the  Radio  and  Television  Commis- 
posed  lottery  the  broadcast  industry  is  sion’s  applications,  since  they  are  all 
against  it.  Hie  National  Association  of  for  noncommercial  stations  and  since 


-  -  - - . . .  »iiv  uvumivi  ii  ua 

'  *?  Mrt  Radio  and  Television  Commissioj 
is  one  of  the  largest  applicants,  witi 
b  .  106  stations  proposed  as  part  of  it 
American  Christian  Television  Syi 
L  tern  (ACTS). 

The  FCC  stopped  accepting  low) 
V  power  applications  April  9, 1961,  whei 
l  it  became  apparent,  a  streamline^ 
I  licensing  procedure  would  be  needej 
i  to  handle  the  unexpected  number  q 


applications.  ] 

One  of  the  most  controversial  as¬ 
pects  of  the  licensing  process  is  th|e 
FOC’s  plan  for  deciding  between  twp 


Louisville  firefighters  baffled  sub-zero  temperatures  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  Jan  id.  but  they  could  not  save  the  sanctuary 
of  St.  Matthews  Baptist  Church.  Fire  department  inves¬ 
tigators  believe  arsonists  set  the  blaze  which  did  at  least  $3. 1 


million  in  damages.  For  the  time  being,  the  congregation  is 
meeting  on  the  campus  of  The  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  (BP  Photo  by  Richard  Shock). 


Educational  and  recreation  | 

facilities  suffered  only  smoke  damage  r 

because  of  firewalls  installed  in  a  1978  1 

remodeling.  " 

Firefighters  had  to  battle  not  only  I 

the  flames,  but  the  fourth  coldest  day 
in  Louisville  history.  The  wind  chill  Published  Since  1877 
factor  dropped  to  minus  50  degrees  as 
water  and  equipment  froze. 

The  congregaUon  will  meet  in  the 
chapel  add  classrooms  of  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  for  up  to 
16  months  until  the  sanctuary  is  re¬ 
built. 
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Paralyzed  volunteer 


Sorrels,  FMBf  reconciled; 
foundation  launches  fund 


Jewish  survival,  Baptist 
evanffelism  are  toDics 


By  Jim  Newton 

FORT  WORTH.  Texas  (BP)-A  na¬ 
tional  Baptist-Jewish  dialogue  grap- 


Both  Bruce  Corley,  an  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  New  Testament  at  South¬ 
western  Seminary,  and  Glenn  Igle- 
heart,  director  of  the  interfaith  wit¬ 
ness  department  for  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Home  Mission  Board,  pointed  out 
that  Baptists  do  not  single  out  Jews  as 
special,  evangelism  target  groups,  but 
neither  do  Baptists  avoid  evangelism 
efforts  among  Jews. 

Several  speakers,  both  Baptists  and 
Jewish,  urged  the  dialogue  particip¬ 
ants  to  avoid  getting  bogged  down  with 
their  differences,  and  move  instead 
toward  specific  steps  to  improve  rela¬ 
tionships. 

Igleheart  and  Eckstein,  the  pro¬ 
gram  leaders  for  the  two  organizations 
sponsoring  the  dialogue  offered  the 
most  comprelpnsive  suggestions  for 
steps  to  improve  relations. 

Iglehehrt  suggested  publication  of 
papers  from  the  dialogue  in  a  joint 
Baptist-Jewish  publication,  emphasis 


doesn’t  bring  glory  to  God  for  Christ¬ 
ians  to  have  bitterness  and  conflict 
over  a  difference  of  opinion.  This  is  npt 
a  case  of  the  good  guys  against  the  bid 
guys.” 

Walt  Tomme,  associate  pastor  of  the 
■o  Church,  and  Vinton 


Seventeenth  St.,  b^W.,  Suite  412,  church  has  voted  $10,000  to  buy  him  a 
Washington,  D.C.  20036,  will  adminis-  special  van,  which  the  State  of  Ok- 
ter  the  fund  and  receive  contributions  lahoma  will  equip.  • 
from  those  who  wish  to  help  Sorrels.  Parks,  who  accepted  an  invitation  to 

Koons  is  president  of  the  foundation’s  preach  at  the  Washington  church, 
board  of  trustees.  March  7,  called  the  reconciliation  and 

“The  fund  is  a  good  way  to  solve  the  the  news  of  the  fund  “an  answer  to 
problem,”  said  Sorrels.  30.  who  now  prayer  by  many  of  us  that  this  situa- 
lives  in  Norman,  Okia. ,  and  has  long-  tion  would  be  resolved  and  Bob’s  needs 
term  needs  for  support,  special  would  be  met.” 
equipment  and  rehabilitation.  Besides  He  and  John  Mills,  the  board’s  direc- 

$5,000  already  spent  on  his  support  in  tor  for  west  Africa,  told  the  group  that 
Nigeria,  Capitol  Hill  Metropolitan  *  (Continued  on  page  2) 


pled  with  Baptist  concern  for 
evangelism  and  missions  and  Jewish 
concerns  for  survival,  ending  three 
days  of  candid  discussions  with  a  call 
for  improved  Baptist  Jewish  relation- 


mii  uapusi  viium.ii  traveled  to  wait  i online,  a 

Richmond  to  tell  Foreign  Mission  Capitol  Hill  Metre  ~ _ 1_, _ 1  V_._7 

Board  president  R  Keith  Parks  that*. .  Koons,  finance  chairman,  told  Parks 
“the  hurt  is  gone”  and  to  express  “a  they  felt  Sorrels’  needs  could  be  best 
strong  desire  for  reconciliation.”  met  by  setting  up  a  fund  to  raise  sup- 
"We  felt  we  did  not  act  as  God  would  port  for  his  continued  rehabilitation' 
have  us  act,  but  out  of  our  own  frustra-  Koons  said  the  District  of  Columbia 
tion,”  Sorrels  said  of  a  conflict  which  Baptist  Convention  Foundation,  1  IDO 
followed  a  FMB  decision  not  to  provide 

long-term* support  for  Sorrels.  #  # 

He  was  paralyzed  from  the  shoul-  I  T1  Q  I  *1 

ders  down  in  an  Automobile  accident  in  X- /  U  LX  XXX  CL  X  1 
April  1980,  less  than  a  week  after  he 

arrived  in  Nigeria  to  serve  for  a  year  "I  /»/>  | 

as  an  accountant.  The  accident  killed  ’  (If*  XX  IT 
veteran  missionary  Bill  Bender  and  U7  vi- 

Nigerian  Baptist  Seminary  professor 

Titus  Oluqafemi.  >  Baptist  interpretations  of  ba^ic 

A  group  called  “Friends  of  Bob  Sor-  Christian  doctrines  will  be  discussed 
rels,”  including  Bill  Vickers  and  Bar-  during  sessions  of  the  Mississippi  Bifp- 
bara  Cobb,  who  attended  the  meeting  tist  EVangelism-Bible  Conference, 
in  Parks’  office,  sent  letters  to  a  Feb.  1-3,  at  Fiijst  Baptist  Church,  vjc- 
number  of  Southern  Baptist  leaders  ksburg. 

criticizing  the  board’s  “inadequate”  The  conference,  a  marathon  preaih- 
disability  program  for  volunteers  and  ing  program  featuring  12  sermons  jby 
urging  Baptists  to  persuade  the  board  six  Southern  Baptist  preachers,  utu- 
to  take  remedial  action  for  Sorrels.  ally  includes  the  doctrinal  studies  lor 
The  letters  created  widespread  those  who  wish  in-depth  analyses  (  :  a 
news  coverage  which  quoted  Sorrels  number  of  Baptist  fundamentals.^; 
as  saying  he  felt  "abandoned,”  by  the  Doctrines  tojbe  studied  this  yeann- 
board  and  its  leaders.  elude  evangelism,  the  Bible,  creatLkn, 

“That  resulted  in  a  lot  of  misun-  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Atonement,  efic- 
derstanding,  with  people  taking  sides ;  tion,  Jpsus  Christ,  and  the  Church" 

none  of  us  want  that,”  Sorrels  told  Participants  may  choose  to  attend 
Parks  at  the  Jan.  5  meeting.  “It  any  two  studies.  The  special  sessions 


ships. 

‘  During  the  dialogue,  we  discovered 
areas  where  our  self  identities  came 
into  conflict,  especially  on  Southern 
Baptists'  understanding  of  the  central- 
said  Rabbi  Yechie 


ity  of  missions. 

Eckstein,  national  co-director  of 
Inter-religious  affairs  for  the  Anti- 
Defamation  League  of  B’nai  B’rith. 

Eckstein  observed  the  Baptist  view 
of  missions  clashes  with  the  very 
backbone  of  Jewish  identity  and  the 
central  issue  of  Jewish  survival. 

During  an  open  discussion described 
as  “the  turning  point'.’  in  the  dialogue, 
Eckstein  and  others  urged  Baptists  to 
publicly  condemn  the  techniques  of 
such  organizations  as  Jews  for  Jesus, 
the  American  Board  of  Missions  to  the 
Jews,  and  Beth  Sar  Shalom,  calling 
them  “offensive.” 

In  his  opening  address,  Eckstein 
stressed  Jewish  commitment  to  “sur¬ 
vival”  in  the  light  of  the  silence  of  the 
Christian  world  during  the  Nazi 
Holocaust  and  the  1967  Six  Day  War  in  f 

_ I  T_  L.iL _ _ i_  _  _  •  J  iL  _ _ ' 


during  conference 


will  be  held  Tuesday  morning,  Feb.  2, 
at  10am.  and  that  afternoon  at  2: 15. 

Bill  Hogue,  pastor  of  Eastwood  Bap- 
tisUChurph,  Tulsa,  will»speak  on 
evangelism.  Ray  Frank  Robbins,  re¬ 
ligion  professor  at  Mississippi  College, 
will  speak  on  the  Bible.  Joe  Tuten,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Jackson’s  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  will  speak  on  creation. 

Harold  Bryson,  professor  of  preach¬ 
ing  at  New  Orleans  Seminary,  will 
speak  on  the  Holy  Spirit  Penrose  St. 
Amant,  retired  president  of  the  semi¬ 
nary  at  Ruscijlikon,  Switzerland,  will 
speak  on  the  atonement. 

James  A.  Brooks,  professor  of  New 
Testament  at  Southwestern  Seminary, 
will  speak  on  election.  Frank  Stagg, 
senior  professor  of  New  Testament  in¬ 
terpretation  at  Southern  Seminary, 
will  speak  on  Jesus  Christ.  And  Glen 
Hinson,  professor  of  church  history  at 
Southern  Seminary,  will  speak  on  the 
Church. 


by  both  Baptists  and  Jews  on  human 
rights,  joint  study  programs  for  Bap¬ 


tist  and  Jewish  seminaries,  and  an  in¬ 
creased  emphasis  on  communica¬ 
tions,  understanding,  curriculum  and 
service. 

Igleheart  also  suggested  grass  roots 
level  overseas  travel  to  Israel,  similar 
to  a  recent  trip  to  Israel  by  SBC  Presi¬ 
dent  Bailey  Smith  and  a  delegation  of 
Baptist  and  Jewish  leaders,  and  an  ex¬ 
pansion  of  Baptist-Jedksh  dialogue  to 
a  tri-logue  involving  Baptists,  Jews 
and  Moslems. 

Eckstein  proposed  a  national 
?  (Continued  on  page  3) 


Robbins 


Israel.  In  both  cases,  he  said,  the  sur¬ 
vival  of  Judaism  was  threatened. 

Jews,  according  to  Eckstein,  view 
the  survival  of  Israel  very  closely  with 
the  survival  of  the  Jewish  people,  and 
since  the  Holocaust.  Jews  have  be¬ 
come  “obsessed”  with  survival. 

Almost  all  of  the  Baptist  speakers 
dealt  with  Baptist  concepts  of  missions 
and  evangelism. 

Baptists  cannot  give  up  the  em¬ 
phasis  on  evangelism  for  “it  is  the  very 
soul  of  our  faith,”  insisted  Leon 
McBeth.  dhurch  history  professor  at 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  “We  do  not  regard  our  ef¬ 
forts  to  win  other  people,  including 
Jews,  to  faith  in  Christ  as  antisemitic 
and  for  sure  in  our  hearts  we  do  not 
intend  it  as  such,’-’  McBeth  said. 


Chinese  people  impressiv 
to  Southern  Baptist  leade 


Bryson 


Tuten 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)-The 
people.  That’s  what  most  impressed 
Harold  C.  Bennett,  executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  on  a  recent  trip  to 


Christians  in  the  United  States,”  Ben-  today.  There 
nett  said.  “We  wanted  him  to  know  of 
our  prayer  support  for  China  and  our 
interest  in  what  he  and  the  Christian 
church  are  doing  there.” 

Hie  trip  was  made  under  the  spon¬ 
sorship  of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  (NAE),  an  interchurch 
agency  df  evangelical  denominations 
and  churches.  Bennett  was  the  only 
non-NAE  member  of  the  group  since 
>  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the 
nation’s  largest  Protestant  denomina- 


Pike  Baptists 
choose  project 
in  California 


mainland  China. 

"The  strongest  impression  I  have  is 
people,”  he  said.  “The^  were  just  wall 
to  wall  .  . .  people  everywhere.  They 
were  most  impressive.  They  were 
very  friendly  and  very  anxious  to  talk 
to  us.  Wherever  we  stopped,  they  toe 

would  crowd  around.  Maybe  two  or  r  ‘  _  t _ 

three  in  a  crowd  could  speak  English  tion,  is  not  a  member  of  NAE. 
and  that  would  attract  more.”  Bennett  said  the  Chinese  leader  ex- 

Bennett  was  one  of  10  evangelical  pressed  concern  that  the  Christian 
church  leaders  from  the  United  States  church  in  China  be  an  expression  of 
who  made  a  two-week  trip  to  China  in  Chinese  culture  and  “not  just  a  trans¬ 
late  1961,  .visiting  Shanghai,  Nanking  of  Western  Christianity.” 

and  Peking.  Protestant  Christianity  in  the  com- 

Although  meeting  the  people  wa$  the  munis!  country  has  a  nationalistic 
highlight  of  Bennett’s  trip,  the  purpose  tinge,,  reflected  in  its  official  name: 
was  to  visit  Bishop  K.  H.  Ting,  chair-  “Three-Self  Protestant  Movement," 

man  of  the  Three-Self  Protestant  said  Bennett  explained:  “The  Three-  -  -  - 

Movement— the  officially  recognized  Self  Protestant  Movement  could  be  Equatorial  Guinea  Dec 


(Continued  on  page  2) 

No  money,  no  mail,  little  food — 
Thompsons  settle  into  new  field 

MALABO,  Equatorial  Guinea  toward  rehabilitation.  Food  and  many  trip  to  nearby  Cameroon— when  they 
( BP )— Even  if  someone  had  told  them  supplies  are  still  scarce.  get  money. 

six  years  ago  that  mission  work  woultt'  The  Thompsons,  who  will  work  as  International  flights  to  Malabo  are 

regular;  but  the  Thompsons  have  re¬ 
ceived  no  mail  and  no  money.  When 
other  methods  failed,  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  tried  to  telegraph  th^kn 
money,  following  careful  instructions 
from  Jess.  The  telegram  was  returned 
marked  undeliverable.  A  second  tele¬ 
gram  arrived,  but  it  was  made  out  to 
“Jeff”  Thompson.  The  bank  refused  to 
honor  it.  John  Mills,  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  director 
for  west  Africa,  has  spent  more  than 
an  hour  on  the  pbone  trying  to  get  the . 
( Continued  on  page  2) 


Brooks 


Pike  County  Baptist  Association  has 
adopted  a  mission  building  project  for 
the  summer  of  1982  with  the  First 
Southern  Baptist  Church  of  Citrus 
Heights.  California,  located  in  the 
greater  Sacramento  area. 

The  project  will  consist  of  sending 
two  work  teams  of  15  to  20  men  each  to 
construct  a  43’  x  72’  two  story  educa¬ 
tional  building  that  will  replace  a  70 
year  old  house  that  has  been  in  tem¬ 
porary  use.  The  church  is  located  in 
one  of  the  very  rapidly  growing  areas 
of  Sacramento. 

Hie  work  teams  will  provide  the  cost 
of  transportation  to  and  from  the  work 
project  with  the  church  in  Citrus 
Heights  providing  food  and  lodging 
while  working  on  the  "building  con¬ 
struction  project.  The  weeks  of  the 
project  will  be  July  10-17  and  July 
(Continued  on  page  2) 
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Royal  Ambassadors 
raise  $325  in  Mant 

By  Donald  Neal  therefore  the  goal  was  $325.00 

R.  A.  counselor'  block  plus  contributions  fror 

Mantee  Baptist  Church  Sunday  School  classes  erf  th 


of  new  churches 
slim  for  BMT 


during  the  past  decade,  1,696,  of  new  churches  established.  “If  you 
in  the  South.  Morris  reported  look  only  jt  the  total  number  of 
the  South,  the  net  gain  was  only  churches  constituted,  it  can  be  deceiv¬ 
ing  and  imply  we  are  making  progress 
as  a  denomination,  when  actually,  an 
even  larger  number  of  churches  may 

be  merging,  disbanding  or  leaving  the  R  U 

denomination,’’ Morris  said.  iUCVJCC 

En  a  listing  of  tEw  top  10  state,  with  Qf  ^ 


ATLANTA  ( BP  (—Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  will  have  to  establish  new 
churches  faster  and  keep  existing 
churches  alive  if  they  are  to  meet  the 
Bold  Mission  Thrust  goal  of  50,000 
churches  by  the  year  2000,  says  a  re¬ 
search  report  prepared  by  the  Home 


were  in  the  Soutft.  Morns  repuaieu. 

Yet  in  I -  „ 

699.  That  means  997  of' the  new 
churches,  59  percent,  disbanded, 
merged  or  left  the  SBC,  Morris  said. 

The  survival  rate  for  churches  in  the 
Northeast  and  West  is  much  brighter, 

Morris  added.  In  the  Northeast,  110 

new  churches  were  reported  during  the  greatest  net  increase  in  the 
the  decade,  but  there  was  a  net  gain  of  number  of  churches  during  the  de- 
136  churches.  Morris  explained  that  cade,  California,  with  114,  and  Florida.  Burton  B.  McGee,  70,  ofSturgjl,  died 
the  net  gain  was  higher  than  the  with  102,  led  the  denomination.  unexpectedly  Monday,  Jan.  IE  of  a 

number  of  churches  constituted  be-  Other  top  10  states  in  net  church  in-  heart  attack  in  his  automobile  wile  on 
cause  26  or  more  churches  that  were  crease  during  the  decade  included  a  short  trip.  Funeral  services  were 
organized  before  1970  had  affiliated  Texas,  86;  South  Carolina,  85;  Ohio,  held  at  10  a.nv,  Jan.  14,  at  the  Acker- 
with  the  SBC  between  1970-80.  81;  Northern  Plains  Convention  (four  man  Baptist  Church  with  bufial  in 

In  the  West,  428  new  churches  were  states),  69;  Alabama,  68;  Tennessee.  Wake  Forest  Cemetery.  ; 
reported,  with  a  net  gain  of  347  62;  Oklahoma,  57;  and  Arkansas,  56,  McGee  had  been  a  Baptist  pal  tor  for 
churches  (81  percent  of  the  total )  dur-  On  the  other  end  of  the  scale,  Geor-  42  years.  At  the  time  of  his  daath  he 
ing  the  decade,  while  in  the  North  gia  led  the  list  of  the  states  with  the  was  pastor  of  the  Fentress  baptist 
Central  states.  367  new  churches  was  smallest  net  increase,  reporting  a  net  Church.  He  served  many  other 
reported  for  a  net  gain  of  254.  I  decline  of  four  churches  during  the  de-  churches  in  central  and  north  rfissis- 

Morris  observed  that  the  net  gain  of  cade.  It  was  the  only  state  reporting  a  sippi  during  his  lifetime.  From  1961  to 

churches  in  a  region  or  state  is  much  net  decrease  in  number  of  churches.  1953  he  was  director  of  mission  i,  Pon- 

more  significant  than  the  total  number  4nl970,  the  state  of  Georgia  had,  totoc  County. ! 

2,968  SBC  churches.  In  1980,  the  He  was  born  in  Clay  County,  Miss., 
*  number  had  dropped  to  2,964.  A  total  of  Feb.  23,  1911.  j 

,  140  SBC  churches  in  Georgia  reported  Survivors  include  his  wife,  M  s.  Vir- 

liivk  EriRriiArtn  in  1980  that  were  or8anized  in  1971  or  ginia  Hannah  McGee  of  Sturgil;  four 

^XoaIJ.  IJ  ul  U  WXll  later.  “This  means  at  least  144  Georgia  daughters,  Mrs.  Virginia  Ann  Bi  itler  of 

1  .  O  ,  churches  counted  in  1970  are  no  longer  Kaiser-lautern,  Germany,  Mr< .  Beth 

l  *  „  „  ~  in  existence  or  affiliated  with  the  Jones  of  Mendham,  N.J.,  Mrs.  Gwyn 

LlOll  id  1C  Southern  Baptist  Convention,”  Morris  Pennebaker  of  New  Albany,  an  1  Mrs. 

'(said.  Ruth  Page  of  Virginia  Beach,  V  i.;  one 

Other  states  ranked  in  the  10  lowest  brother;  and  seven  grandchild;  en. 
net  change  in  number  of  SBC  churches  McGee  was  a  graduate  of  Clarke 
during  the  decade  were  Delaware.  2;  College  and  Mississippi  Ci  liege, 
Alaska,  4;  Illinois,  7;  Hawaii,  Min-  where  he  received  a  B.A.  degree, 

nesota  and  New  Mexico,  8  each;  magna  cum  laude,  and  was  awarded 

Louisiana,  11;  Missouri  13;  and  the  Nelson  Oratorical  Medal,  tie  at- 
Nevada,  14.  tended  New  Orleans  Seminary. 


Mantee  R.A.S  with  counselor 
Neal,  on  a  summer  campout. 


Mission  Board.  . 

During  the  decade  of  1970-80.  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  recorded  a  net  gain  of 


only  1.436  churches,  despite  having  or¬ 
ganized  over  2,600  churches,  accord- 
ing-to  data  compiled  by  Orrin  D.  Mor¬ 
ris,  director  of  the  HMB  research  divi¬ 
sion. 

‘‘That  means  there  were  1,165 
churches  that  either  died,  merged  or 
left  the  denomination  during  the  de¬ 
cade  of  the  1970s,”  said  Morris  in  a 
presentation  to  Home  Mission  Board 
staff  members. 

When  the  decade  began.  Southern 
Baptists  had  34.360  churches,  and  in 
1980,  the  number  had  increased  to 
35.831. 

Most  of  the  new  churches  estab- 


Chinese  people  impress 
Southern  Baptist  leader 


( Continued  from  page  1 ) 
meet  in  regular  churches,  most  of 
them  meet  in  20, 000 “ house  churches',” 
around  the  nation. 

“Bishop  Ting  told  us  he  feels  the 
greatest  problem  facing  them  today  is 
that  there  is  such  an  irfcrease  in  the 
number  of  Christians  that  they  are  not 
able  to  help  them  in  Christian  growth 
and  Christian  nurture.  That  is  why  the 
Chinese  Christian  Council  was 
f  ormed.  It  aims  to  help  give  better  pas¬ 
toral  care  to  the  many  church  lead¬ 
ers,”  Bennett  said.  r 

He  indicated  that  while  the  churches 
are  served  by  trained  pastors,  many  of 
the  house  congregations  “are  served 
by  people  who  are  completely  un¬ 
trained.  They  are  more  enthusiastic, 
more  energetic,  more  dynamic,  but 
untrained,”  Bennett  said.  ‘‘Some  of 
them  do  not  teach  the  Bible  the  way 
they  ought  to,  so  they  need  training  in 
that  area.”  I 

The  hunger  for  training  is  so  great, 
Bennett  said,  that  when  a  booklet  on 
how  to  study  the  Bible  was  published, 
leaders  had  to  turn  it  into  a  correspon¬ 
dence  course,  in  which  30,000  persons 
are  now  enrolled. 

While  on  the  trip,  Bennett  and  the 
other  evangelicals  also  visited  the 
Nanking  Theological  Seminary,  which 
was  reopened  in  March  of  1981,  after 
being  closed  13  years. 

When  it  opened,  Bennett  said  he  was 
told,  308  prospective  students  took  the 
examination;  47  were  selected  as  stu- 
-■dente:  Now,  the  seminary  has  an  en¬ 


rollment  of  51. 

“Through  the  seminary,  Bishop 
Ting  hopes  to  prepare  a  new  genera¬ 
tion  of  leaders  who  will  do  pioneer 
work  in  developing  Chinese  forms  of 
Christian  witness,”  Bennett  added. 

The  group  of  evangelicals  also  vis¬ 
ited  services  in  Peking,  which  Bennett 
characterized  “as  services  very  simi¬ 
lar  to  what  we  are  familiar  with.”  He 
added  the  opening  hymn  was  “Joyful, 
Joyful,  We  Adore  Thee.” 

1  “The  missionary  movement  of 
years  ago— Presbyterian,  Methodist, 
Baptist  and  others— is  certainly  there 
and  evident.  But  they  are  trying  to 
evolve  their  Chinese  interpretation  of 
Christianity.  They  are  trying  to  set 
themselves  out  as  being  the  ‘Chinese 
Christian  Church,’  ”  Bennett  said. 

Bennett  adds  he  does  not  expect 
China  to  admit  missionaries  “in  the 
iipmediate  future,”  but  adds:  “I  do be¬ 
lieve^  God  has  ways  of  helping  us  in 
ministering  with  the  Chinese  that  are 
not  apparent  now.” 

In  addition  to  visiting  the  worship 
services,  the  Bishop,  the  seminary  and 
worship  services  in  Feking,  the 
evangelicals  also  “did  the  tourist 
things,"  of  seeing  the  Great  Wall,  visit¬ 
ing  communes,  shopping  centers,  cul¬ 
tural  centers,  a  zoo  and  historical 
places. 

“I  was  very  impressed  by  China,” 
Bennett  said.  “I  would  like  to  go  back 
someday.”  '  ^ 

( Martin is  BP  'tleivs  editor. )  • 


eluded  Florida,  North  Carolina.  Ok¬ 
lahoma,  Kentucky.  Mississippi  and 
South  Carolina. 

None  of  the  Southern  states,  how¬ 
ever,  were  listed  on  the  chart  of  top  10 
Baptist  conventions  or  states  with  the 
largest  percentage  of  increase  in  resi¬ 
dent  members. 

Wisconsin  recorded  the  largest  per¬ 
centage  .increases  in  resident  church 
membership  during  the  decade,  with 
an  increase  of  219  percent.  Iowa 
ranked  second  with  a  183  percent  in¬ 
crease,  while  Pennsylvania  and  New 
England  Baptists  reported  increases 
of  about  150  percent  each. 

Other  states  in  the  top  ten,  all  with 
percentage  increases  ranging  from  66 
percent  to  95  percent,  included  ( in  or¬ 
der)  Nevada, .Northern  Plains.  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  Minnesota  and 
Utah-Idaho.  all  areas  where  Southern 
Baptist  numbers  are  yet  small. 

To  illustrate,  the  same  states  re¬ 
ported  the  smallest  ratio  Qf  Southern 
Baptists  to  the  total  population,.  Min¬ 
nesota  has  just  one  Southern  Baptist 
lor  every  2.0U  resident*.  New  Eng¬ 
land.  NewYofk  and  New  Jersey  all 
reported  more  than  1,000  residents  for 
every  Southern  Baptist. 

Correspondingly,  the  deep  South 
states  led  the  list  showing  the  largest 
number  of  Baptists  in  relationship  to 
the  total  population.  Alabama  had  the 
best  ratio,  with  one  Southern  Baptist 
for  every  5.4  Alabama  residents.  Mis¬ 
sissippi  was  close  with  one  Southern 
Baptist  for  every  5.6  residents. 

,  States  with  the  lowest  percentage 
increase  in  resident  members  during 
the  decade  were  Virginia  (9.3  per¬ 
cent),  Delaware;  Louisiana,  North 
Carolina,  Texas,  New  Mexico,  Mis¬ 
souri,  South  Carolina.  Kentucky  and 
Georgia. 

Other  states  listed  in  the  top  10  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ratio  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  population  were:  South 
Carolina  (one  to  6.0),  Tennessee  (one 
to  6.1),  Georgia  (one  to  6.5),  North 
Carolina  (6.8),  Kentucky  (7.0),  Ok¬ 
lahoma  (7.1),  Arkansas  (7.6)  and 
Texas  (9.8). 


ATLANTA  (BP)— While  Southern 
Baptist  resident  church  membership 
•increased  about  live  percent  faster 
than  the  national  population  during  the 
decade  of  the  1970s.  it  was  slower  than 
the  population  increase  in  10  key 
states,  most  of  them  in  the  South,  said 
a  research  report  prepared  by  the  SBC 
Home  Mission  Board. 

The  statistics  are  causing  “all 
Southern  Baptist  leaders  concern, 
especially  as  we  review  the  goals  of 
Bold  Mission  Thrust,"  said  Orrin  D. 
Morris,  director  of  the  research  divi¬ 
sion  for  the  SBC  Home  Mission  Board 
who  prepared  the  report. 

While  nationally  the  population  in¬ 
creased  11.4  percent  and  SBC  church 
membership  increased  17  percent,  in 
the  South  the  population  increased  20 
percent  and  SBC  resident  membership 
increased  15.3  percent. 

Pointing  out  that  90  percent  of  all 
Southern  Baptist  members  live  in  the 
South.  Morris  warned  “it  is  in  this  reg¬ 
ion  we  seem  to  have  the  greatest  diffi¬ 
culty  keeping  up  with  the  population 
growth.”  ^--4™ 

Southern  Baptist  resident  church 
membership  trailed  population 
growth  during  the  1970s  in  Texas, 
Florida,  North  Carolina.  South 
Carolina.  Georgia,  Virginia, 
Louisiana.  New  Mexico,  Arizona  and 
Tennessee  (in  that  order),  the  report 
indicated. .  !  1 

If  SBC  church  membership  had  kept 
up  with  the  population  in  these  10 
states,  the  denomination  would  have 
reported  427,600  more  resident  mem¬ 
bers  in  19Q0,  Morris  said. 

Five  of  the  10  conventions  with  the 
largest  numerical  increase  in  resident 
members,  all  traditional  Southern 
Baptist  strongholds,  did  not  keep  pace 
with  the  population  growth  in  their 
states— Texas,  Georgia^  Florida. 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee. 

Texas  Baptists  recorded  the  largest 
membership  gain  with  168,625  new  re¬ 
sident  members.  Georgia.  Alabama, 
and  Tennessee  Baptists  also  reported 
net  increases  of  more  than  100,000 
members  Others  in  the  top  ten  in- 


California  storm  hits 
some  Baptist  families 


By  Don  Hepburn  ^ 

MARIN  COUNTY;  Calif:  (BP)— A  and  Southern  Baptist  agencies  n  relief 
savage  winter  storm  which  has  left  efforts. 

millions  of  dollars  of  property  damage  Referring  to  the  extensive  dfcmage 
and  hundreds  of  f  amil  ies  homeless  has  in  general ,  Ryan  said ,  “  It’s  unu  ieva- 
also  disrupted  the  lives  of  several  ble.”  One  pastor  characterized  some 
California  Southern  Baptist  families  areas  as  “looking  like  a  war  zme.” 
and  churches.  '  Tom  Prevost,  pastor  of  Tiburon 

First  Baptist  Church  in  Boulder  Baptist  Church,  reported  that  Several 
Creek  is  the  only  church  which  has  re-  Baptist  families  are  involved  in 
ported  extensive  damage.  A  mud  slide  cleanup  efforts  as  well  as  providing 
from  a  hillside  broke  through  a  wall  in  shelter  for  other  families  left  homeless 


shelter  for  other  families  left  hopii 
by  the  flooding. 

'  Xi  Golden  Gate  Baptist  Ideological 
Seminary  .located  on  a  hill  In  southern 
Marin  County,  no  damage  has  beeiv 


from  a  hillside  broke  through  a  wall  in 
the  church’s  educational  building, 
catling,  an,  estimated  $35,000-140,000 
damage  to  classrooms  and  a  nursery >.  ^ 
area.  Pastor  Mike  Miller  said  that  de¬ 
spite  water,  mud  and  structural  dam-, 
age,  they  were  trying  to  ready  the  un¬ 
affected  portions  of  the  building  as  a 
relief  center  for  the  Boulder  Creek 
community. 

•  Miller  also  reported  that  cleanup 
operations  were  hampered  by  the  lack 
of  gas  and  electricity  which  had  been 
disrupted  four  days  earlier. 

Compounding  hfs  problem.  Miller 
said,  standing  water  in  the  church 
building  was  turning  into  ide  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  below  freezing  temperature. 

In  southern  and  central  Marin 
County,  where  the  most  severe  dam¬ 
age  has  been  reported,  church  leaders 
say  no  churches  have  been  directly  af¬ 
fected.  However,  several  Baptist 
families  have  experienced  some  water 
and  mud  damage  to  their  homes  and 
businesses. 

Following  a  tour  of  Marin  County, 
Redwood  Empire  Director  of  Missions 
Bill  Ryan  and  six  area  pastors  are 
planning  ways  to  involve  Baptist  laity 


Sorrels,  FMB  reconciled 


The  board  said  it  declined  long-term 
responsibility  because  Sorrels  went 
out  as  an  MSC  volunteer,  not  as  an 
employee.  MSC  was  set  up  by  the  SBC 
to  supplement  career  home  and 
foreign  missionaries  under  ground 
rules  that  the  volunteers  or  {heir  spon¬ 
sors  pay  for  their  support  and  medical 
care.  All  volunteers  sign  a  waiver  ab¬ 
solving  the  board  of  medical  responsi¬ 
bility. 

“The  board’s  vote  caught  me  by 
surprise,”  said  Sorrels,  who  said  he 
had  not  remembered  the  waiver.  “My 
friends  and  I  reacted.  We  didn’t  have 
guidance.  We  toolkit  upon  ourselves  to 
send  letters  and  tried  to  express  ourse¬ 
lves.  That  resulted  in  a  lot  of  misun¬ 
derstanding.” 

He  added  that  the  belief  that  he 
would  take  legal  action  was  incorrect. 
“I  never  had  any  intention  of  starting  a 
lawsuit.  Several  attorneys  urged  me  to 
do  so,  but  I  categorically  refused,”  he 
declared. 

Parks  said  the  board  could  have 
given  more  counsel  about  options  Sor¬ 
rels  could  have  explored  if  it  had  not 
.  felt  the  need  to  be  guarded  because  of 
concern  over  possible  legal  ramifica¬ 
tions. 

The  Washington  group  said  the 
church’s  deacons  want  the  church  to 
continue  its  ministry  to  Sorrels.  “God 
has  called  Bob  and  he’s  not  through 
with  him.  We  want  to  help  him  as  he 
seeks  God’s  leadership  and  prepares 
for  a  worthwhile  occupation,"  Tomme 
said. 

( O’Brien  writes  for  the  FMB:> 


we’re  working  on  it,”  Parks  said. 
“Your  situation  has  caused  us  to  do 
something.”  ,  , 

Sorrels  said  the  meeting  with  Parks 
came  about  because  Tomme,  who 
joined  the  church  staff  after  the  con- 
fl  Undeveloped,  “felt  burdened  thatno- 
thing  positive  could' result  unless  we 


Reagan  switches  stand  on  tax 
status  of  discriminating  schools 


acknowledgement  that  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  cannot  arbitrarily 
and  arrogantly  establish  and  enforce 
national  policy  at  the  expense  of  re¬ 
ligious  liberty  guarantees.” 

(Hastey- writes  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee.)  ' 


money,  no 


(Continued  from  page  1)  tenacity  and  good  spirit  you  ap- 

name  mix-up  straightened  out.  He  predate,”  says  Mills.  “And  that’s 
hopes-  the  money  gets  through  this  what  it  takes  to  work  in  west  Africa.” 
time.  The  next  mission  couple  to  arrive  in 

The  Thompsons’  plight,  he  says,  is  Equatorial  Guinea,  he  says,  wjill  al- 
typical  of  the  missionary  life  in  a  small  ready  have  their  way  smoothed  by  the 
west  African  nation  with  poor  com-  Thompsons  and  will  wonder  wl)y  the 
munication.  The  Thompsons  are  not  Thompsons  have  been  there  sq  long 
the  only  missionaries  in  west  Africa  and  gotten  so  little  mission  work  done, 
who  fail  to  receive  some  mail  or  who 

travel  across  borders  to  buy  supplies.  fy*l_  _  nn„f'  a.  . 

Mills  is  confident  the  Thompsons  X  1K.0  -DdjJllolo  J 
will  be  able  to  work  patiently  through  A 

the  problems.  “They  have  the  kind  of  (Continued  from  page  1) 
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Jewish  survival,  Baptist 
evangelism  are  tonies 


For  over  two  decades  the  Christian  Pastors,  church  staff  memberb. 
Action  Commission  of  the  Mississippi  physicians  and  others  who  work  with 
Baptist  Convention  and  the  Missis-  the  ill  are  invited  to  attend.  The  semi- 
sippi  Baptist  Medi-  nar  is  free;  however,  each  attendee 
cal  Center  in  will  be  responsible  for  his  or  her  noon 
Jackson  have 'coop-  meal  . 

^^^r^^^^Meraled  in  promoting  ^ 

%^Han  annual  seminar 

“Biblical  Basis 

#«  "■^-J^^BjPastoralCareof  the  f,xr  TVIicairms”  Tnnir* 


Ouattty  workmanship  guaranteed 
Writs  tor  Wustratad  pries  folder. 

"Internationally  knou-n  specialitts'' 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  JO  5-0  —  Groonwood  Min  JtSM 


acceleration  of  Baptist-Jewish  lation  through  God’s  Holy  Spirit  for 
dialogue  is  a  direct  result  of  Jewish  their  truth  in  preaching.  In  contrast, 
outrage  and  Baptist  apology  for  re-  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  profes- 
marks  by  SBC  President  Smith  that  sor  Seymour  Siegel  said  rabbis  do  not 
“God  Almighty  does  not  hear  the  rely  on  any  kind  of  direct  charismatic 
prayers  of  a  Jew,”  which  Smith  made  communication  with  God,  and  if  they 
at  a  national  political-religious  con-  claim  this  kind  of  revelation,  no  Jew 

ference  in  Dallas  in  1980.  A  would  listen.  ) 

Much  of  the  dialogue  was  devoted  to  '  Several  speakers  pointed  out  ttiat 
papers  outlining  differences  andj  many  things  Baptists  and  Jews  have  in 
similarities  among  Jewish  and  Baptist  common,  such  as  the  Old  Testament, 
beliefs  and  practices  appreciation”  for  God’s  revelation 

^ft  vlew  ^npture  as  the  sole  or  autonomy  ,ack  0f  one  spokesman  for 
supreme  authoruy  in  matters  of  faith  ^ir  faith  commitment  to  religious 
2lPK2:ieW8J0  D^accept,th“  liberty  and  separation  of  church  and 

eP(>'  ,nSn  8  state  and  emPhasis  <*>  human  eights 
on  the  Torah,  trad  Uon  and  the  collec-  seigel  sai/one  nncept  whichK  has 

2!f^h,ng*  “  81Sm  f°r  JCW1Sh  encouraged  Jewish  dialogue  with 

0  .  Christians  is  the  “double  covenant 

Corley  pointed  out  that  many  Bap-  idea”  which  suggests  both  Christian- 
tist  ministers  regard  their  authority  ity  and  Judaism  are  true  religions. 


1982  TOURS 

12-day  Holy  Land,  Jordan, 
Greece  departs  April  19. 
12-day  England,  Scotland; 
Wales  departs  June  21. 
15-day  Grand  European 
Tour  departs  August  2. 
Write  for  info.  12  years  of 
tour  experience.  Don 
Wildmon  Tours,  P.  0.  Box 


Each  year  a 
Donnelley  specific  area  |of  in¬ 
terest  has  been  highlighted  fqr  the 
purpose  of  assisting  pastors  and'other 
religious  oriented  professionals  with 
the  .problems  of  ministry  to  the  sick 
with  which  they  would  most  likely  be 
confronted.  *  i  l 

This  year,  emphasis  is  being  given  to 
“The  Ministry  to  the  Neurologically 
Injured  or  Diseased  Patient.’*  The 
seminar  is  open  tQ  pastors  of  all  faiths 
and  ahyone  working  with  the  ill.  It  will 
be  held  on  Thursday,  March  11,  in  the 
Gilfoy  Amphitheater  at  MBMC. 

Featured  speakers  for  this  22qd  An¬ 
nual  Seminar  on  Pastoral  Care  of  the 
Ill  will  be  Nina  Herrmann  Donnelley, 
i  chaplain,  the  Rehabilitation  Institute 
of  Chicago  and  Lucien  {l.  Holges, 
practicing  physician  in  the  fi<  Id  of 
neurological  medicine  and  surg  tty. 

Ms.  Donnelley  received  her  5.S.S. 
from  Northwestern  Univer  ;ity’s 
School  of  Speech  in  1965,  her  Bas  c  and 
Advanced  C.P.E.  from  Chile  ren’s 
Memorial  and  Grant  Hospitals  i  1 1973, 
and  her  M.A.  from  the  Univer  ity  of 
Chicago  School  of  Divinity  in  19  ’5.  An 
accomplished  author,  her  boqk.  Go 
Out  With  Joy  was  published  iijf  1977, 
condensed  for  Readers  Digest  i  1977, 
printed  in  Pocket  Books,  1978,  G  ;rman 
edition 


“The  Biblical  Basis  For  Missions”  is 
the  theme  for  the  Women’s  Leadership 
Seminar,  which  will  be  held  January 
26-28  from  7-9  p.m.  each  evening  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist;  Seminary  in 
Jackson.  The  seminar  4s  designed  to 
help  prepare  women  for  positions  of 
leadership  in  the  church. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Perkins,  a  national 
consultant  on  women’s  missions  and 
leadership  training,  will  lead  the 
seminar.  Mrs.  Perkins  works  for  the 
national  office  of  the  Woman’s  Missio¬ 
nary  Union  and  the  Department  of 
Black  Chu/ch  Relations  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  • 


FIBERGLASS 
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FOR  FR£E  CATALOGS 
CALL  TOLL  FREE 

1-800*527-8438 

OR  WHITE 


Lee  Countians  honor  Anderson 

.  .  '  •  1  I 

retiring  as  missions  director 


Cost  of  the/three-night  seminar  is  $5 
per  personY which  includes  the  study 
book :  The  Biblical  Basis  For  Missions, 
by  Avery  Willis,  Jr.  All  interested  per¬ 
sons  are  asked  to  advance  register  by 
contacting  the  seminary,  located  at 
3160  Lynch  Street  Jackson. 

For  further  mfnrmation  call  the: 
seminary  Tuesday  through  Friday  at 
944-1741.  '  I1 


By  Phyllis  Harper 

When  Lee  County  Baptists  honored 
W.  Harold  Anderson  recently,  the  fea¬ 
tured  speaker  for  the  occasion  was 
Earl  Kelly  of  Jackson,  who  spoke  on 
the  theme  “We’ve  come  a  long  way.” 

Anderson  has  been  participating  in 
Baptist  work  for  a  great  part  of  that 
way— almost  half  a  cpntury— with 
more  than  two  decades  as  director  of 
missions  fpr  Lee  County  Baptist  As¬ 
sociation.  , 

Anderson  is  “Mr.  Baptist”  to  many 
with  whom  he'S  worked  in  many  fields. 

He  served  as  president  of  the  Grea-- 
ter  Tupelo  Ministerial  Association, 
then  as  secretary  to  the  group.  He  is  on 
the  Spiritual  Life  Committee  of  the 
Community  Development  Founda¬ 
tion.  > 

Total  mission  giving  for  Lee  County 
rose  from  about  $83,000  when  Ander¬ 
son  came  to  Tupelo  21  years  ago  to 
about  $526,300  last  year. 

Anderson,'  who  was  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
and  from  New  Orleans  Seminary  was 
ordained  a  Baptist  minister  42  years 
ago. 

“One  great  change  I’ve  seen  is  the 
attitudes  towards  missions  and  mis¬ 
sion  giving.”  he  said.  “It’s  been  true  in 
Lee  County,  but  that’s  also  charac¬ 
teristic  on  a  larger  outlook.  And  it’s 
true  of  both  foreign  and  home  mis¬ 
sions. 

“It  comes  to  my  mind  how  many  lay 
people  are  interested  in  participating 
in  lay  activities  in  the  community  and 
around  the  world,”  he  said. 

“We’ve  seen  our  churches  go  into  the 
realm  of  trained  leaders  and  have  bet¬ 
ter  trained  pastors,”  he  added,  j 

Anderson  pointed  out  that  when  he 
came  to  Tupelo  many  Baptist 
churches  in  the  county  had  services 
only  once  or  twice  a  month  in  “what  we 
refer  to  as  part-time  churches.” 

“We’ve  seen  all  but  one  go  full-time, 
and  every  church  has  built  a  new  build¬ 


ing,  or  renovated,  or  made  additions  to 
their  church  facilities;”  he  said,  ad¬ 
ding  that  he  wished  he  could  “drive 
over  Lee  County  and  show  everybody 
the  beautiful  pastoriums.  Few  had 
them  2p  years  ago.” 

He  says  this  change  in  regard  to 
ministers’  salaries  and  welfare  “has 
been  a  wonderful  thing.  God’s  good¬ 
ness  and  love  and  mercy  helped  many 
through  when  the  pay  was  so  low.” 

Anderson  says  the  Church  is  vibrant 
today,  that  it  is  alive  and  growing  and 
will  continue  to  do  so.  He  finds  more 
interest  now  than  ever  before  among 
people  around  the  church  and  more  in¬ 
terest  from  inside  the  church  towards 
reaching  out  to  others. 

Anderson  retired  from  the  position 
with  the  Lee  County  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  plans  to 
stay  in  Tupelo  and  “supply  where 
needed  and  continue  to  preach.  We 
have  our  home  here.  We  have  no  future 


British  edition 

\  The  churches  gave  the  Andersons  a  1980.  Lucien  R.  Hodges,  M  iff  is  a 

gift  of  almost  $1,900.  past  president  of  the  Baptist  JWdical 

Anderson  thanked  his  family,  fellow  Center  staff  and  past  chief  of  su^ery 
workers,  and  the  community  for  their 

sttpoort  j  i  ■  L 

“I  heard  a  professor  at  seminary  say 

once  that  the  grossest  sin  a  Christian  'VT'DC  Pnrnllm<>nt 
can  commit  is  the  sin  of  ingratitude,”  dll  Ulllllfplll 

he  said.  i‘I  am  grateful  for  all  that  has  .IT  C. 

been  given  me  and  for  the  oppor-  IQ  130  Jclll.  Jd O 
tunities  I’ve  had  to  serve  the  Lord  and  \ 

my  fellow  man.  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Semi  nary 

“God  and  people  have  been  good  to  will  hold  registration  for  the  S  iring 
me,”  he  added.  “I’ve  seen  the  church  semester  on  Tuesday,  January)  26th 
grow  and  reach  people.  I  have  plenty  from  8  a.m.  through  8  p.m.  Cut  rent, 
of  reason  to  be  thankful 


evan 


ism  seminar 


Simpson  Baptist  Association  will 
host  a  seminar,  “Growing  an 
Evangelistic  Church,”  Mon.-Wed., 
l^ppR^S^HJan  25-27,  from  7  to 
!UM|9;30p.m.  ■ 

PgreSir  Frank  Crumpler. 

f  lljPk  rector  sP<‘i'ial 

ISWr'  M  Evangelism 

I’hy  ^Department  Home 
pPmjr®-  dHMission  Board.  At- 
r^^Mr^i'anta'  Ga..  will  di- 
jjH  j^^y^rect  the  study.  . 

m  “The  fhost  effec- 
Crumpler  tive  and  authentic 
evangelism  since  New.  Testament 
time  is  done  in  and  through  the  life  of 
the  church,”  said  Glen  Schilling, 
Simpson  director  df  missions. 
“Evangelism  is  keeping- the  Word1, of 
God  and  proclaiming  it  to  the  world.  It 
is  the  will  and  purpose  of  God  for  the 
church  to  grow  The  seminar  will  en¬ 
lighten  and  encourage  pastors,  staff, 
and  laypeople  to  help  their  churches 
grow  in  eVangelism.” 


USE  ELECTRICITY 
WISELY 


Only  you  can  datarmina.  the  amount  of 
alactricity  you  use.  Elactric  powtr  is  a 
valuabla  resource,  _  so  consarva  it  wKaoavar 
possible.  A  faw  t'rps: 


first-time  entering,  and  returning  stu¬ 
dents  are  expjected  to  register  on 
January  26.  Classes  will  begfo  on 
January  26  for  those  who  enroll  for 
Tuesday  classek 

The  Seminary,  located  at3160  L^nch 
Street,  Jackson,  will  again  holdjboth 
day  and  evening  classes  for  degree- 
seeking  and  non-degree  students  De¬ 
grees  offered  are;  bachelor  of  t  leol- 
ogy,  master  of  divinity,  master  <  f  re¬ 
ligious  education,  and  doctor  -of  n  lnis- 
try.  Continuing  Education  (tion- 
degree)  courses  include:  bib  ical 
studies,  Christian  education,  and 
church  music,  j 

For  further  information,  cal  the 
Registrar  Tuesday  through  Frid  y  at 
944-1741. 


Make  lure  your  homo  is  properly  insu¬ 
lated  ,  .  .  keep  thermostat  at  68  degrees 
in  winter,  78  degrees  in  summer  .  .  .  con¬ 
serve  hot  water  and  use  appliances  wisely, 
hor  a  frae  folder  -on  how  to  save,  contect 
your  nearest  MP4  L  office.* 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  81  Church  Furniture 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School, :  Auditorium.  Cafeteria  and  every 

School  and  Church  use.  _ ■  < 

EVERYTHING  FOR  mTtTTIFnrT 
SCHOOL 

AND  CHURCH  '3  ... 


Annuity  Board 
offers  new  plan, 
church  insurance 


Charles  Steele,  left,  pastor  of  East  Heights  Baptist  Church  in  Tupelo,  presented  a 
plaque  to  the  W  Harold  Andersons  at  a  recent  banquet  in  their  honor  after  he  retired 
as  director  of  missions  for  Lee  County  Baptist  Association. 

j  ’  ,  ;  •>.  ,  .  '  T  I.  . 

Southern  library  , 
largest  in  SBC, 
passes  500,000  mark 

For  the  first  time  in  their  history, 
Southern  Baptists  have  a  500,000- 
Hinds  volume  theological  library,  the  largest 
ssocia-  of  its  kind. 

ice  in  :  The  James  P.  Boyce  Centennial  Lib¬ 
rary  at  Southern  Seminary,  in  Louis- 
ikins  of  ville,  Ky.,  has  recorded  holdings  of 
Sunday  549,045,  making  it  the  largest  collec- 
Board,  tion  of  theological  materials  in  the 
5  Nashville,  will  be  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and  one 
gr seminar  leader.  She  of  the  two  or  three  largest  such  lib- 
4b>  ^'m,is  a  consultant  in  raries  in  the  world. 

Hoskins  the  church  ad-  Second  in  size  is  the  Fleming  Lib- 
ministration  department’s  adminis-  rary  at  Southwestern  Baptist  Theolog- 
trative  services  section.  ical  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 

The  advanced  seminar  builds  on  the  with  475,773  volumes.  Southwestern 
basic  seminar.  Laboratory  sessions  has  approximately  118  volumes  for 
include  case  history  work.  Acertifica-  each  of  its  4,000  students,  whereas 
tion  exam  will  be  given  at  the  end  of  the  Southern  has  about  203  volumes  for 
course  each  of  its  2,700  students. 

A  registration  fee  of  $50  will  cover  In  church  music  collections,  South- 
the  cost  of  materials  and  three  ern  Seminary  heads  the  list  of  semi¬ 
lunches.  Other  meals  and  motel  ex-  nary  libraries  with  118,978  volumes.  It 
penses  are  to  be  borne  by  participants,  also  has  the  largest  collection  of  Bap- 
The  seminar  begins  at  8  a  m..  Mar.  tist  history  materials  (such  as  church 
8,  and  concludes  at  noon  on  the  12th.  and  association^!  minutes). 


January  1  marked  the  date  oj  the 
new  Church  Insurance  Prograrfcad- 
mjnistered  by  the  Annuity  Board qf  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  S 
The  new  program  offers  Soujhern 
Baptist  church  personnel  balanceh  in¬ 
surance  coverage  by  way  of  a  Church 
Term  Life  Plan,  Church  Comprehen¬ 
sive  Medical  Plan  and  a  Church  1  isa- 


Lucy  Hoskins  will  lead 
seminar  for  secretaries 


Pianos 

Steinway ....  Kawai 
Everett ....  Wurlitzer 
Organs  j 
Allen  .....  Hammond 
Gulbransen  .  .  .  Wurlitzer 

-Complete  Music  Department 
-Free  Delivery 
-We  Specialize  in  Church 
Installations 

-Special  Terms  to  Churches 


An  Advanced  Certification  Seminar 
for  Church  and  Associational  Sec¬ 
retaries  will  be  held  jn  Jackson  Mar. 


bility  Plan. 

The  Annuity  Board  adminiHers 
competitive  insurance  rates  in  Mfder 
that  churches  can  afford  to  off®  all 
employees  the  protection  thewde- 
serve.  “However  lower  rates  An’t 
mean  one  has  to  settle  for  less  ewer- 
age,”  said  HaroldS.  Bailey,  director  of 
Development-Churches. 

Brochures,  outlining  the  Churcn  In¬ 
surance*  Program,  are  available  to 
churches  by  contacting  their  state!  an¬ 
nuity  secretary  or  writing  Harold  S, 
Bailey,  Annuity  Board,  SBC,  511  North 
Akard,  Dallas.  Texas  75201. 


Perry  Webb  dies 


SAN  ANTONIO.  Texas  ( BP)-Perry 
F.  Webb  Sr.,  pastor  emeritus  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  San  Antonio,  died  in  a 
hospital  Jan.  10  after  several  weeks  of 
poor  health.  He  was  84. 

Webb  retired  in  1961  after  24  years  in 
San  Antonio,  during  which  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  was  the  third  largest 
church  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  with  7,964  members. 

Webb  was  active  in  all  levels  of  con¬ 
vention  life  and  was  a  member  of  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee  in  1959  and 
1960  He  also  had  pastorates  in  Mal¬ 
vern,  Blytheville  and  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Thelma ; 
daughter  Rebekah ;  Jon  Perry  Jr  . ,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  La. ;  six  grandchildren  andfiV? 
great  grandchildren. 


ROSEBERRY  PIANO  HOUSE 


UNIVERSITY  MALL  AT  HARDY  STREET.  HATTIESBURG 


Now  Available  to  Age  64  or  Older 

Guaranteed  Issue 

Policy  Effective  Immediately 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  90  days 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for:  * 

Hospital  and  Nurses  (Policy  Form  490 1 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit, 
payable  in  or  out  of  hospital  (Endof-sement-130) 

Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

l  Endorsement-71  —  Endorsement-93 1  -  - 

Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home 

(Endorsement-73 1 

For  Full  Information  Phone  924-2748 

Or  FiU  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty 
Insurance  Company 
Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.O.  Box  28257,  Jackson,  MS  39209 


Chnrch  Pew  Cushions :  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant.  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmon) 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 


(601)  693-4451 


Educator  editor  joins  School  Board,  Nashville,  will  be  pro-  partment  which  Sponsors  these  meet- 
™  n  •*  gram  leader  of  two  conferences  which  ings. 

Congressman  Honer  v  1-  *clc'c  a  s*1-'68  °f  Adult  growth  projects  to  be  discus- 

seminars  on  adult  sed  in  each  meeting  include.  Adult 

NASHVILLE.  Tenn  i BP) —  H  Rex  growth  in  Sunday  Start-A-Class,  Adult  Growth  Week, 

Hammock,  director  of  communica-  School  “Powerpacking  an  Adult  Class,” 

tions  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Educa-  The  first  two  ses‘  “Powerpacking  Homebound  Adults, 

tion  Commission  and  editor  of  its  ^W^^^^Bsions  will  take  place  and  “8.5  by  ’85  with  Adults.” 
magazine,  the  Educator,  has  resigned  ■■M|^^|HFeb  8  at  Grace  Other  meetings  will  take  place  in  the 

to  become  press  aide  for  Fifth  District  Memorial  Baptist  following  cities,  churches,  and  dates 

Congressman  Bill  Boner  Church,  Gulfport.  Hattiesburg,  38th, Avenue,  Feb  15: 

He  will  join  Boner’s  Washington  8Harid  Feb  9  at  First  Laurel,  West  Laurel.  Feb.  16; 

staff  Jan.  25.  Berthelot  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo,  East  Heights,  Apr.  5;  Gre- 

•  Hammock,  27,  joined  the  commis-  Pascagoula.  Both  meetings  begin  at  7  nada.  First,  Apr.  6;  Brookhaven. 
sion  in  June  1979  after  graduation  from  p.m.,  concluding  just  after  9.  First,  Apr.  12;  Meridian,  First,  Apr 

Southern  Baptist  Theological  Semi-  These  two  meetings,  which  are  fol-  13;  Columbus,  First,  Apr.  19;  Vicks- 
nary  and  Samford  University.  While  in  lowed  by  13  more  through  the  middle  of  burg.  First,  Apr,  20;  Pearl,  first,  Apr 

Louisville  he  was  director  of  news  and  May,  are  all  designed  to  give  Sunday  22;  Senatobia,  First,  Apr.  26;'Carriere, 

information  and  edited  the  school’s  School  leadership  “specific  things  to  Baptist  Center,  May  3;  Jatkson, 

alumni  publication.  He  also  worked  for  do  to  reach  adults,”  said  Mose  Robinson  Street,  May  4;  and  Green- 

the  Louisville  Courier-Journal  Dangerfield,  adult  consultant  for  the  ville,  Calvary,  May  10. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  S&IOOL  of  LIT¬ 
TLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS  is  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications  for  position 
PRINCIPAL.  Current  enrollmf  )t 
of  200  (K-6)  with  plans  to  expa.Jl 
into  junior  high  grades  next  yes. 
Ultimate  plans  K-12.  Application^ 
resume  only.  Resporfa  to  RichaSl 
Hill,  Chairman  Personnel  Comnwl- 
tee,  First  Baptist  School.  62  Pleas¬ 
ant  Valley,  Little  Rock.  Ark.  722® 


NEED  active  or  semi-retiree 
CHRISTIAN  COUPLE  or  MIN 
ISTER  and  WIFE  to  serve  a 
tourist  orientated  mountainside 
chapel,  Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 
Musttbeeelucated,  able  to  speak  to 
groujjs.  Moelest  salary  according 
to  nwd.  Write  Jim  Reed,  Route  2, 
Box  95A,  Eureka  Springs.  Ark 
72632  Phone  1-213-596-2106; 
1-501-253-7109. 


Street 


State 


No  claim  forms  needed  after  M  days 
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Battkof  HwAms 


Editorials 


Snow,  ice,  and  inspiration 


Another  former  Mississippian 
Carolyn  Weatherford,  the  SBC  Wl\ 
executive  director. 

-  And  Mississippi  Baptists  have  good 
reason  to  be  proud  of  another  of  our 
native  daughters,  Mrs.  Dan  Kong,  who 
is  now  the  interim  executive  director 
for  the  WMU  in  Hawaii.  Mrs.  Kong  is 


is  ence  the  young  people  there  is  i  lmost 
phenominal. 

And  two  other  Mississippiai  s  are 


Springs  in  Alabama.  Again,  this  was  not  their  statement. 

One  of  the  very  nice  amenities  of  It  Is  my  assessment  of  what  will  hap- 
being  president  of  the  Southern  Bap-  pen  because  of  the  dedication,  the 
fist  Press  Association  is  being  invited  tremendous  reservoir  of  ability,  and 
to  the  January  Board  meeting  of  the  the  knowledge  of  the  need  for.  theiF 
Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Missionary  work. 

Union.  It  was  a  delightful  time  for  Perhaps  the  most  inspiring  factor  of 
being  in  the  presence  of  such  charming  the  observations  during  the  meeting 
company,  but  it  was  also  a  very  inspir-  was  the  teamwork  that  was  apparent, 
ing  time.  I  will  have  to  say,  men,  that  I  WMU  plans  begin  with  the  churches 
do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  been  in  a  and  are  built  through  a  process  that 
gathering  that  exhibited  more  total  allows  an  entire  nation  of  Southern 
dedication  to  accomplishment  in  the  Baptist  women  to  be  a  part  of  the  pro- 
Lord’s  work— not  just  for  the  sake  of  duct.  When  it  is  finished,  they  are 
accomplishment  but  because  it  is  the  proud  of  it;  and  they  promote  it. 

Lord ’s  work  wherein  they  have  estab-  Mississippians  are  ably  represented 
lished  their  operational  procedures.  in  this  formulation  process.  Mrs.  Pat- 
And  not  only  are  they  dedicated  to  tie  ^  tbe  Mississippi  president 
accomplishment,  but  they  know  how  to  "^Present  and  very  much  a  part  of 
get  geared  up  to  carry  their  plans  this  board  meeting.  The  entire  poes- 

through  to  accomplishment.  Southern  s,°nal  team  of,K the  Mlss'fPP'  ™ 

Baptists  may  as  well  get  ready.  The  oftee  was  on  the  scene  ahd  at  or 
ladies  have  only  to  look  around  to  For  those  who  may  not  know,  they  are 
realize  that  they  have  something  of  ,MarJean  ,Pat*rs?"'  executive  direc- 
distinct  value  to  offer  that  will  enhance  ‘or;  Ethel  ^Ke.then,  Baptist  Women 
Southern  Baptist  efforts.  This  was  not  director  ;  Marilyn  Hopkins  Baptist 

the  theme  of  their  m'eeting  by  any  Y°?ng  W0™"  d*rector:  ?  £  S™.th’ 
means.  It  is.  however,  an  inescapable  Acteens  director;  and  Waudine 

conclusion  for  one  who  would  attend  Storey' GA  and  Mlsslon  Fnends  d,rec- 

such  a  meeting  and  pay  attention  to  toL,  ...  .  . 

what  i«  onmo  nn  Former  Mississippians  are  active 

going  on.  such  as  Barbara  Massey  the  for 

With  such  ability  and  dedication,  Aware  and  Discovery,  and  Franfe^ 

they  will  not  long  be  content  to  hold  Shaw,  Baptist  Women  and  Baptist  Mary  Eleanor  says  that  the  ability  ol 

their  effort^  in  check  as  they  see  needs  Young  Women  director  in  Florida.  Trish  to  communicate  with  and  influ- 


deeply  involved  in  the  Baptist  ministry 
in  Hawaii.  Charles  Jolly  is  pastor  of 
the  Waikiki  Baptist  Church  in  Hon¬ 
olulu,  and  Curtis  Askew  i$  serving  as 
associate  pastor  of  the  Pali  View  Bap¬ 
tist  church  at  Kaneohe. 

So  snow  and  ice,  power  outage,  de¬ 
layed  departure,  and  all,  it  was  a 
beautiful  meeting.  They  are  beautiful 
people.  And  they  are  enthusiastic 
about  the  future  and  confident  of  their 
ability  to  handle  it. 

As  the  future  becomes  the  present, 


the  former  Mary  Eleanor  Braddock  of 
Ripley,  and  her  mother  still  operates  a 
store  there.  She  is  a  graduate  of  South¬ 
ern  Seminary,  and  her  husband  was 
for  many  years  pastor  of  Olivet  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Honolulu,  perhaps  the 
most  influential  church  in  Hawaii.  He 
is  now  involved  in  development  work 
for  Hawaii  Baptist  Academy,  a  school 
with  one  of  the  highest  academic  rat-, 
ings  in  the  state.  She  has  indeed  been  a 
self -sustained  missionary  to  those  is¬ 
lands  for  some  25  years;  Mrs.  Kong 
brought  me  news  of  my  uncle,  Robert 
McGreger  (for  whom  my  older  son 
was- named)  who  has  been  a  friend  of 
hers  since  she  arrived  in  Honolulu.  My 
uncle  and  aunt  went  to  Hawaii  in  1946 
alsd  to  serve  as  self-sustained  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  they  are  still  there.  He  is 
in  his  late  seventies  now. 

Mrs.  Kong  told  me  of  another  Mis¬ 
sissippian  who  is  having  $  tremendous  Many  of  the  ladies  came  by  to  say  that 
impact  on  young  people  in  Hawaii.  She  this  would  be  one  meeting  that  I  surely 
is  Trish  Simmons  of  Gloster,  who  woujd  remember, 
teaches  at  Hawaii  Baptist  Academy  That  is  true,  but  it  will  be  more  for 

their  graciousness  and  inspiration 
than  for  being  snowed  in.— DTM 


Faces  And  Places 

By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Faces  in  Jerusalem 


“Oh,  no!  They’re  taking  pictures!”  as  a  mission  volunteer.  Because  of  op- 
a  young  Jewish  woman  standing  in  erations  she’d  had  on  her  spine,  she 
front  of  me  whispered  to  the  man  be-  realized  she  probably  could  no(t  pass 
side  her  .  We  were  under  Wilson’s  Arch  the  physical  required  by  the  Foreign 
in  Jerusalem,  in  a  cave-like  room  at  Mission  Board.  Yet  she  felt  she  must 
the  north  end  of  the  Wailing  Wall.  I  go,  so  she  sold  her  home  and  posses- 
could  understand  her  annoyance;  to  sions  and  went  on  faith, 
her  this  was  a  sacred  place.  (Actually  I  _ 

wish  sometimes  that  cameras  had  Boxes  she  packed  and  sent  ahead 
/never  been  invented.  Then  maybe  never  arrived.  Many  supplies  she  got 
travelers  would  observe  and  savor  ex-  together  after  arrival  were  stolen.  Her 
periences  firsthand  and  “not  through  a  v^sa  ^as  ^ad  to  fenewed-every  three 
glass  darkly.”)  months.  But  she  has  persevered.  And 

To  my  left  a  man  in  a  black  felt  hat,  as  she  said-  Y*16  Lord  bas  Provided> 
with  a  long  black  braid  dangling  at  day  a^ter  day  ” 
each  side  of  his  face  and  a  long  black  The  work  that  she  is  doing  in 
beard,  was  beating  his  head  against  Jerusalem  and  Bethlehem,  especially 
the  wall.  An  old  woman  a  little  farther  wjth  Arab  children,  God  is  blessing.  I 
away,  under  the  open  sky  was  leaning  know  that  from  what  l  saw  in  the 

against  the  wall,  softly  wailing.  church  and  what  others  told  me.  I 
“They  re  mourning  the  loss  of  tiieir  asked  her  if  le  couId  send 
temple,  someone  explained,  “and  th»g  to  help  fil)  her  work  needs  and 

praying  for  the  coming  of  the  Mes-  $he  said  “crafts  materials,  and  clothes 
siah.  (Oh  my  dear  ones,  do  you  not  {or  chUdren  (orphans  and  poor)_ 

know  that  the  Messiah  caye  and  stood  warm  new  dothing.”  ( But  if  sent  by 
on  a  hill  over  there  and  yearned  to  take  maj]  ^  may  get  lost,  or  she  would 
you  under  his  wings  as  a  mother  hen  probably  have  to  pay  duty  on 
would  her  chickens. )  The  faces  of.  packages— so  it  would  be  better  to 
those  two  are  etched  upon  my  mind,  as  send  sucj,  by  tour  groups  who  are 
are  the  faces  of  the  Arab  children  in  eoine  there  ) 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Bethlehem  on 

the  night  of  Dec.  23  (^tory  in  last  Ruth  lives  on  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
week’s  BR.)  '  Through  her  window  one  night  I  looked 

.Noise  in  the  back  of  the  churclMucL  out  toward  Jerusalem,  and  saw  jhe 
denly  ceased  that  night  and  the  lights  Golden  Gate;  bathed  in  noodbf|jts._ ; 
lowered.  Silence  reigned.  “Joseph"  That  gate,  dosed  for  hundreds  of 
with  “Mary”  walked  slowly  down  the  years,  is  ope  through  which,  many  be- 
church  aisle.  She  placed  her  baby  Wa  lieve,  Jesus  will  enter  the  holy  city 
hay-filled  manger  beside  some  when  he  comes  again.  "They  started 
“sheep”  under  a  star.  Clear  bell-like  lighting  the  gate  at  night  just  two  or 
notes  chimed  from  piano  and  three  months  ago,*  Ruth  told  us  with 
xylophone  as  children  in  white  choir  excitement,  when  I  and  five  or  Six 
robes  entered,  two  abreast.  Each  child  others  went  to  visit  her— Dorothy 
carried  a  lighted  candle.  Black  eyes  Millner,  Myrna  Loy  Hedgepeth, 
glowed  in  happy  faces  above  red  bows  Michelle  Burchfield.  Rtjth 
at  small  throats.  Young  vbices  caroled  Richardson,  Tom  LarTimore,  and  T6m 
“Silent  night,  holy  night .  .  -C  Then  and  Mary  McLaughlin, 
when  a  lighted  birthday  cake  was  '  ,  .  ,  „ . 

brought  in,  they  changed  to  “Happy  day  ?be"  she  *as  walking  °" 

birthday,  dear  Jesus.  .”  the  ofPalmAsu  she™et  an  A«»> 

“God’s  jewels  on  display”-that’s  "a™ed  Ibrfhim  Ah",ad  Hasan  Abu 
how  John  Adkerson,  Atlanta  Eh”a?a  “e  rides  on  his 

evangelist,  described  those  children.  white  donkey.  Ruth  didn  t  ride,  but  she 
The  face  of  Ruth  Van  Martin,  I  re-  and  Ibrahim  became  friends.  Since 
call,  is  framed  with  short  black  hair.  Iben  he  has  been  a  sort  of  guardian 
Her  blue  eyes  filled  withtears  as  she  ange1’  h"  apartment  in  re¬ 

told  us  later,  “Some  of  these  children  Pa,r’  “d  helP*ng  hfr  in  ma"y  ways^ 
had  never  sung  in  English  befpre,  had  Gae  of  bl®.  e  boys  calls  Ruth 
never  seen  a  Christmas  program  be-  Mama  Hello.  ^ 
fore,  and  only  recently  had  even  heard  Ibrahim’s  face  I  could  never  forget, 

of  Jesus.  V  .  for  he  has  the  sweetest,  kindest  smile  I 

I  remember  the  face  of  the  blind  have  ever.seen— below  a  black  mous- 
womMi  who  sat  in  a  rocker  on  the  tache  and  large  friendly  brown  eyes, 
church  platform,  singing  a  Christmas  The  eight  of  us  and  Ruth  accepted  an 
melody.  “She  is  a  Christian  now  ”  invitation  to  his  honsp  to  son  hie 


Above  and  beyond  the  call 


In  contemplating  the  circumstances 
of  last  week  and  the  almost  impossible 
conditions  engendered  by  the  weather, 
there  are  several  groups  which  de¬ 
serve  the  highest  form  of  appreciation 
for  their  service. 

First  there  is  the  Baptist  Record 
editorial  staff  minus  the  editor,  who 
was  cut  off  at  Shocco  Springs  in 
Alabama.  Tim  Nicholas,  associate 
editor,  and  Anne  McWilliams,  edito¬ 
rial  associate,  managed  to  make  their 
ways  to  the  printer  in  order  to  get  last 
week's  issue  put  together  and  ready 


for  printing  and  mailing.  The  fact  is, 
from  working  for  several  years  with 
these  folks,  that  is  what  one  learns  to. 
expect  that  they  would  do;  and  that 
dedication  and  determination  deserve 
the  appreciation  of  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists.  They  certainly  have  that  of  the 
editor. 

Then  the  printing  firm,  headed  by 
Baptist  deacon  Ben  Cain,  is  always 
there  ready  to  do  whatever  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  get  the  job  done.  Surely  we  ap¬ 
preciate  those  folks  and  thank  them 
for  their  continued  presence  and  help, 


particularly  in  such  difficult  times. 

The  staff  at  Shocco  Springs,  the 
Alabama  Baptist  assembly,  was 
superb.  Some  of  the  young  men  on  the 
staff  worked  throughout  the  night  on  at 
least  one  occasion  to  keep  conditions  A  correction  needs  to  be  noted  for 
livable  for  those  who  were  visiting,  the  editorial  page  (Page  4)  of  the  issue 
The  management  and  kitchen  staff  of  Jan.  14  of  the  Baptist  Record.  In  the 
were  always  present  for  whatever  help  first  paragraph  in  column  thref  (the 
was  needed  and  to  keep  plenty  of  food  editorial  on  creationism)  the  last  sen- 
on  hand.  tence  refers  to  an  explanation  that  “all 

Then  the  ladies  of  the  Woman’s  Mis-  was  created  for  nothing.”  Obviously,  it 
sionary  Union,  the  national  officers,  should  have  read,  “all  was  created 
the  national  staff,  and  the  state  staffs,  from  nothing.” 


were  very  gracious  and  helpful  in 
ing  with  the  conditions. 


Correction 


By  Paul  Jones  director-elect 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
Commission  ,>nr...v,r 

Two  bills  have  been  filed  in  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Legislature  which  would 
legalize, pari-mutuel  gambling  on 
animal  races  in  certain  counties  in  the 
state.  Rep.  Theodore  Joseph  Millette 
of  Jackson  County  ( 112th  District)  has 
introduced  House  Bills  (H.B.)  118  and 
191.  Both  bills  would  allow  for  the 
legalization  of  pari-mutuel  gambling  if 
the  voters  of  certain  county /counties 
choose  by  local  option  to  establish  a 
Racing  Commission. 

H.B.  118  is  the  more  general  of  the 
two  bills  and  would  allow  citizens  in 
Harrison,  Jackson,  and  Lauderdale 
counties  to  decide  whether  or  not  to 
establish  such  racing  commissions. 

H.B.  191  would  allow  voters  of 
Jackson  County  to  vote  to  establish  a 
racing  commission  which  would  have 
the  authority  to  allow  pari-mutuel 
gambling  at  any  animal  racing  track 
established  in  Jackson  County. 

The  two  bills  share  several  common 
sections  which  are  the  key  to  the  legis¬ 
lation.  Each  serves  to  establish  a 
means  of  legalizing  pari-mutuel 
gambling  in  connection  with  animal 
racing.  Each  bill  also  establishes  the 
percentages  of  the  bets  which,  in  fact, 
shall  be  passed  back  to  the  winning 
bettors.  This  is  one  of  the  key  sections 
in  that  a  pari-mutuel  system  is  predi¬ 
cated  on  the  fact  that  a  certain  percen¬ 
tage  is  taken  off  the  top  of  the  total  bets 
on  each  race  for  expenses  and  profits 
and  then  "the  remainder  of  the  total 
contributions  to  each  pool  shall  be  di¬ 
vided  among  and  redistributed  to  the 
contributors  to  such  -pools  betting  on 
winning  animals.  .  .  .  Under  the 
pari-mutuel  system  of  wagering 
herein  provided,  toe  licensee  shall  be 
permitted  to  provide  separate  pools 
for  bets'  to  win,  place,  and  show,  and 


Finally,  both  bills  would  modify  cer-  Ways  and  Means  Committee  of  the 
tain  existing  tax  laws  to  exempt.from  House  of  Representatives.  Persons 
certain  taxes  the  money  collected,  who  desire  to  communicate  with  their 
Also, -certain  criminal  statutes  which s A  legislators  regarding  these  bills 
presently  deem  pari-mutuel  gambling  should  so  immediately.  The  bill  could 
illegal  would  be  modified.  These  bills  be  called  up  for  consideration  at  any 
speak  to  the  ba$ic  level  of  self-interest  time.  Members  of  the  Ways  and  Means 
that  is  addressed  by  pari-mutuel  Committee  are  listed.  They  may  be 
gambling,  i.e.,  to  avoid  certain  types  contacted  by  writing  Honorable 
of  taxation  and  to  rewrite  the  criminal  (Name  of  Legislator),  House  of  Rep- 
statutes  to  make  illegal  an  otherwise  resentatives,  Jackson,  Mississippi 
legal  activity.  _  39205.  They  may  be  called  at  (601 )  948- 

Both  bills  have  been  assigned  to  the  7321. 

Baptist 
Presbyterian 
Methodist 
Methodist 
Presbyterian 


W.  L.  Grist  Yalobusha 

Dick  Hall  ,  Hinds 

Tommy  A.  Horne  Lauderdale 

R.  G.  Huggins  Leflore 

Edward  G.  Jackson  Bolivar 

Coahoma 

Herman  A.  Jones  Madison 

John  R.  Junkin,  II  Adams 

Hubert  S.  McMillan  Attala 

Hainon  A.  Miller  Washington 

James  D.  Nunnally  Benton 

Tippah 

Will  Green  Poindexter  Sunflower 

Stanley  P.  Presley  Jackson 

Dorlos  Robinson  Monroe 

Glynn  F.  Shumake  Oktibbeha 

James  C.  Simpson  Harrison 

John  H.  Stennis  Hinds 

W.  Terrell  Stubbs  Simpson 

Thomas  H,  Walman  Pike 

William  A.  Wilkerson  George 

Stone 

Charles  V.  Williams  Tate 


Methodist 
Catholic 
Baptist  i 
Baptist  * 

Chtirch  of  Christ 


Church  of  Christ 
Baptist 


Lee 

Sharkey 

Washington 

Lamar 

Forrest 

Hinds 

Newton 

Yazoo 

Hancock 

Harrison 

Marshall 

Warren 

Lee 

Prentiss 

Hinds 

Jones 


Methodist 


Fred  I).  Banks 
Joseph  L.  Blount 
T.  H.  Campbell,  III 
J.  P.  Compretta 
Dennis  Dollar 
Ralph  Doxey 
Robert  L.  Everett 
Timothy  A.  Ford 


None 
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Episcopal 

Episcopal 

Baptist 

Presbyterian 

Episcopal 

Presbyterian 


Methodist 

Baptist 

Methodist 

Presbyterian 

Catholic 

Presbyterian 

Baptist  « 

Presbyterian 

Methodist 


Hillman  T.  Frazier 
Jerry  M.  Gilbreath 


Baptist 

Methodist 


Methodist 


in  Venezuela 


has  revitalized  Baptist  work  in  Ven¬ 
ezuela  since  1964  calls  for  Venezuelan 
Baptists  hnd  missionaries  to  work  as 
partners  in  strategic  planning  and  in 
determining  how  personnel,  funds  and 
otherTesources  will  be  used. 

Today,  that  relationship  and  a 
dynamic  emphasis  on  evangelism 
have  made  Venezuela  an  often-used 
model  for  other  Latin  American  coun¬ 
tries.  The  benefits  of  such  a  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  work  are  many,  Brasington 
says. 

Venezuelan  Baptists  involve  them¬ 
selves  more  enthusiastically  in  pro¬ 
grams  they  develop  themselves;  the 
evangelistic  march  illustrates  that 
dramatically. 

The  brainchild  of  national 
evangelism  director  Francisco  Aular, 
the  march  involved  almost  200  volun¬ 
teers  in  personal  witnessing.  They 
converged  on  5,000  homes  and  shared 
their  faith  with  more  than  3,000  people 
in  a  two-week  period. 

For  the  first  full  week  before  they 
started,  the  volunteers  participated  in 
an  intensive  week-long  training 
period.  After  the  march,  they  worked 
with  570  of  the  converts  who  came  to 
discipling  groups. 

Statistics  confirm  tkat  national  giv¬ 
ing  increases  when  planning  and  in¬ 
itiative  for  the  national  program  are 
placed  in  the  hands  of  national  Bap¬ 
tists.  Venezuelan  Baptists  doubled 


By  Bill  Webb 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  A  door- 
to-door  evangelistic  thrust  in  Ven¬ 
ezuela  recently  led  1,282  persons  to 
make  professions  of  faith  in  Christ  in 
the  bustling  capital  city  of  Caracas. 

That  thrust— an  annual  event  called 
an  evangelistic  march— is  a  prime 
example  of  the  vitality  that  has 
characterized  Baptist  work  in  Ven¬ 
ezuela  the  past  17  years. 

It’s  hard  to  believe  that  for  six  years, 
from  1958  to  1964,  the  National  Baptist 
Convention  of  Venezuela  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  mission  were  bogged 
down  in  a  formal  breach  in  relation- 
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ships. 

Though  they  had  no  official  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  national  convention  dur¬ 
ing  the  six-year  division,  missionaries 
continued  to  work  with  individual  pas¬ 
tors  and  churches.  Isolated  attempts 
to  re-establish  a  working  relationship 
with  the  convention  failed. 

J.  Bryan  Brasington.  the  board’s  di¬ 
rector  Tor  western  South  America, 
credits  Charles  W.  Bryan,  then  field 
representative  and  now  vice  president 
of  overseas  operations,  with  bringing 
Venezuelan  Baptists  and  missionaries 
back  together. 

“One  of  the  best  day’s  work  Dr. 
Bryan  ever  did  was  working  to  bring 
the  mission  and  the  nationals  back  to 
the  ‘one  work’  relationship," 
Brasington  says. 

The  “one  work”  relationship  that 


Official  Journal  of 
The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

James  Yates  . 
President 


Earl  Kelly 

Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
The  Baptist  Building 


national  Baptists  and  should  continue 
with  a  minimum  of  interruption. 

Missfitoary  evangelist;  Roy  Hawr 
kins,  from  Oklahoma,  believes  Baptist 
work  is  stronger  in  Venezuela  because 
of  “one  work.” 

How  much  strongeV?  • 

“Strong  enough  not  to  split,”  he 
answers,  smiling. 

(Adapted  from  November  WMJ. 
Webb  writes  for  the  FMB. ) 


Arab  children  sing  "Silent  Night 


Thursday,  January  21, 1982 
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HMB  staffer  writes 


to  educate 


By  Sue  Smith  partment  saw  music  as  a  means  of 

ATLANTA,  Ga.— “The  Waiting  educating  young  people  about  mis- 
World,”  final  song  in  a  new  Easter  sion$. 

cantata  scheduled  for  release  this  fall,  “This  project  went  over  so  well  that; 
will  be  used  to  support  this  year’s  we  wanted  an  adult  musical  that  was 
theme  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  for '  missions-oriented  and  centered! 
Home  Missions— “The  World  fe  around  Easter  to  educate  them 
Here."  The  week  of  prayer  will  be  oftr  about  the  Annie  Armstrong  offering 
served  March  7  through  14.  for  Home  Missions,”  he  continued. 

The  cantata,  Resurrection  (Event  ,i  The  offering  provides  approip- 
and  Implications ),  is  written  by  Buryi  mately  one-half  of  the  Home  Mission 
Red,  noted  composer,  and  Kenneth  Board’s  annual  budget.  This  year’s 
Day,  Home  Mission  Board  Communi-  goal  is  $22  million, 
cations  Division  director.  It  will  be  The  HMB’s  other  main  source  of; 
premiered  May  16, 1982,  at  FirstBap-  support  is  the  Cooperative  Program, 
tist  Church,  Auburn,  Ala.  “I  began  examining  Easter  music,” 

“This  song  ties  in  really  well  with  the  Day  said,  “and  found  that  most  of  it 
theme  for  the  week  of  prayer,”  said  seemed  to  climax  with  a  ‘celebration  ’ 
Day,  author  of  the  lyrics.  '“It  deals  f  wanted, to  make  this  musical  stretch 
with  the  world  as  a  whole,  and  the  a  step  f  urther  and  deal  with  the  impli- 
frustrations  felt. by  many  Christians  cations  of  the  resurrection— loving, 
for  not  being  able  to  reach  everyone,  caring,  giving,  sharing— in  short,  rifas- 
Yet,  there  ‘is  hope  in  that  there  are  sions.” 

those  right  here  around  us  whom  we  Individual  sheet-music  (octaVo 
can  touch.”  form)  of  “The  Waiting  World”  is 

Resurrection  is  Day’s  first  serious  available  through  BaptistBook  Stores, 
effort  at  writing  lyrics  for  a  musical.  Triune  Music,  Inc.  will  publish  Re- 
“I  was  probably  first  inspired  to  surrecdon  (Event  and  Implications), 
write  lyrics  when  we  commissioned  It  will  be  available  through  Baptist 
the  youth  musical  Joy  in  1972,”  Day  Book  Stores  this  fall, 
said.  “The  missions  education  de-  (Sue  Smith  writes  for  W  MU,  SBC.) 


A  special  gift  to  the  Gulf  Coast  Bap-  number  of  churches  that  support  the 
tist  Student  Union  has  come  recently  ministry  to  students  on  the  Gulf  Coast, 
from  First  Baptist  Church,  Wiggins.  Ernest  Sadler  is  pastor,  and  David 
$4,000  was  officially  presented  to  the  Raddin  is  associate  and  member  of  the. 
BSU, by  the  Brotherhood  of  that  BSU  area  committee,  (From  left  to 
church.  The  money  is  to  be  applied  to  right  are:  James  Danzey,  Hugh  Bat- 
the  new  BSU  center  on  the  Perk  Cam-  son,  Tim  Thomas,  Robbie  Richardson, 
pus.  First,  Wiggins,  is  one  of  a  growing  Gene  Alexander  and  Mertz  Bond. ) 


Men  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Water  Valley, 
as  a  gift  from  the  group  to  T.  J.  Clardy  of  The 
:  Children  s  Village  to  be  used  for  an  F.F.A. 
laptist  Church,  Water  Valley. 

Lucieu  Baptist  Church,  Brookha- 
•  ven,  which  recently  organized  a  WMU, 

surpassed  its  Lottie  Moon  Offering 
goal  of  $650.  The  Baptist  Women  led  in 
'  a  churchwide  observance  of  the  Week 
of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions  and 
’  presented  a  specidl  program.  The  goal 
was  met  and  surpassed  on  the  first  day 
of  this  emphasis.  Lucien  Church, 
’  which  has  a  resident  membership  of 
80,  had  by  last  week  given  $750  to  the 
Lottie  Moon  Offering.  Lamar  Jolly  is 
J  ^  new  pastor.  Mrs.  Merlene  Jolly  is 
\  WMU  director. 

Corinth  Baptist  Church  of  Jatper 
County  exceeded  its  goal  for  Lottie 
Moon  missions  offering  Dec.  20.  The 
goal  set  was  $4,000;  when, all  contribu¬ 
tions  were  counted  the  amount  was 
$7, 814.51. 


Smith’s  church  pi 
expansion  project 


among  the  commissioners. 

He  is  past  president  of  the  Alabama 
Baptist  State  Convention  and  a  deacon 
of  Riverside  Baptist  Church. 


DEL  CITY,  Okla.  (BP)-^First  stay  hbre  forever.  If  we  do,  our  growth 
Southern  Baptist  Church,  Del  City,  is  limited,  and  we  will,  like  hundreds  of 
Okla.,  has  voted  to  buy,  47  acres  one  other  churches,  pass  our  day  of  oppor- 
mile  east  of  its  current  location  on  tunity  and  will  become  known  as  the 
which  to  build  a  new  church  plant.  church  that  ‘used  to  be’  something  for 
The  church,  led  by  Southern  Baptist  God.” 

Convention  President  Bailey  Smith,  He  wrote  that  after  he  asked  God  to 
will  pay  $1.8  million  for  the  property  give  him  direction  from  the  Word 
primarily  from  funds  already  ac-  about  what  to  do,  “The  first  passage  I 
cumulated.  The  property,  at  the  read,  I  mean  the  very  first  words  I 
comer  of  Southeast  29th  and  Sooner  saw,  said,  ‘Go,  sell  whatsoever  thou 
Road,  currently  contains  a  Seventh  hast.’  The  next  passage,  ‘Sell  every- 
Day  Adventist  camp,  a  movie  theater,  things  And  the  third,  ‘Sell  all  of  thy 
a  mobile  home  park  and  a  trucking  garments.’  That  was  all  in  five  mi- 
company.  .  .  nutes.  I  was  literally  overwhelmed  by 

Smith,  who  has  been  at  First  South-  the  fact  that  God  was  telling  us  to  sell , 
era  since  December  1973,  raised  the 1  sell,  sell  and  move.”  ,  • 
question  in  his  church  newsletter  Unneeded  property  such  as  the 
about  his  commitment  to  stay  at  the  shopping  center  and  the  theater  at  the 
churdf)  and  see  it  through  this  project,  current  location,  will  be  sold.  As  for 
“Yes,  I  have  become  a  very  well  the  eventual  use  of  the  present  prop- 
known  preacher,”  he  wrote.  “Offers  erty,  some  of  the  members  have  men- 
galore  have  come  my  way.  Let  me  skip  tioned  the  possibility  of  using  it  for  a 
over  all  of  that  and  tell  you  that  as  we  Christian  school ,  but  that  has  not  been 
go  into  this  project  I  am  here  for  life:  decided. 

I’ve  got  so  many  glorious  ideas:  More  “* .  . •» 

_ t.—  ^  _ _  _ Jlii: _ ’  '  ’  J  ' 


Names  in 
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Bine  Mountain  College  and  the  Barnette  The  course  was  sponsored 
James  L.  Trav.s  Scholarship  program  b  ^  Mississippi  Fartn  Bureau, 
were  the  recent  recipients  of  a  $1,000 

H  donation  from  the  . 

Providence  Baptist  I  -  » 

Church,  Tip-  g  4*'^  -4 

lersville  The  dona-  I  JpCm 

tion  was  given  in 
memory 

Claudette  Ed-  MyT  ^  ~ 

wards,  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Dorothy 

wards  H  ’.IB 

Walden  lersville  Eugene  '  - 

Walden,  pictured.  Providence  pastor.  j 

made  the  presentation  The  Travis 

Scholarship  program  was  founded  in  ^ 

April  1980  in  honor  of  James  1.  Travis. 

Professor  of  Biblical  Studies  of  Blue  KV‘,  1 “ 

M  in  tain  i  .rflege  m  celebration  oi'hU  1  AjB53iw 

20th  year  anniversary,  by  the  Ministe- 

rial  Alumni.  Scholarships  are  granted  CUFF  TEMPLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH; 
each  year  to  qualified  Southern  Bap-  NATCHEZ,  (ADAMS)  went  over  its 
tist  ministers  preparing  for  ministry  $1,800.00  goal  for  the  Lottie  Moon 
in  a  Southern  Baptist  church  or  agen-  Christmas  Offering  Dec  20.  One  of  the 


FIRST  CHURCH  OF  CARRIERE  had  a  note  burning  ceremony  Dec.  13  celebrating 
paying  off  the  indebtedness  of  the  Activities  Building  ten  years  ahead  of  sohedule. 
Left  to  right:  Joe  Landrum,  contractor.  Ranee  Cuevas,  chairman  of  deacons,  and 
Wm.  Gary  Smith,  pastor.  The  building,  which  has  a  roller  rink  with  777  pairs  of  roller 
skates,  and  with  folding  chairs  will  seat  2,000  persons,  is  valued  at  $500,000.00.  "As 
the  'nqte'  was  being  burned  a  loud  applause  was  given  thanking  the  Lord  for  making 
the  building  which  was  built  on  faith  become  a  reality,"  reported  the  pastor.  The 
building  is  named  The  House  That  Prayer  Built. 


than  fame,  money,  recognition  and 

honor,  I  want  to  be  your  pastor  and  see  New  York  (EP)— The  Ethiopian 
God  do  a  great,  great  work  reaching  Evangelical  Church  Mekane  Yesus 
souls  for  Jesus.”  has  asked  the  socialist  Ethiopian  gov- 

He  also  wrote  that  he  will  cancel  erriment  to  return  a  /  previously 
most  of  his  engagements  for  1982  to  church-owned  youth  hostel  in  Addis 
give  full  energy  to  the  expansion  pro-  Ababa  for  use  as  its  headquarters  for 
ject.  the  500,000-member  church,  according 

Construction  of  a  5,000-seat,  $7  mill-  to  reports  received  by;  the  Lutheran 
ion  auditorium  is  expected  to  start  in  World  Federation  in  Geneva,  Switzer- 
Richard  Gonzalez  is  now  serving  as  1982.  Current  education  space  may  land.  The  government  ordered  the  of- 
pastor  at  Calvary,  Gulfport.  He  was  continue  to  be  used  for  up  to  five  years,  ficials  of  Mekane  Yesus  to  evacuate  its 
ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  re-  The  church  had  planned  to  build  on  eight-story  building  in  Addis  Ababa  so 
certtly  by  Bay  Vista  Church,  Gulfport,  its  current  12-acre  site  but  could  not,  that  the  building  could  be  taken  oVhr 

acquire  the  necessary  additional  by  the  government. 


Those  performing  the  current 
dances  exercise  everything  except 
discretion. 


We  could 


Enjoy  exciting  GOLF 

!VjlLi  on  the  GULF 


Missionary  News 


j 

J  EARLY  BIRD  SPECIAL  $84.95 

7^  (par  par*  on  —  double  occupancy) 

5  Days -4  Niles  /  Sept.  1  -  Jan.  31 

‘i  ,  t  I 

•  4  Championship  Golf  Courses 

•  $20  Food  Allowance 
'  •  Free  Golf  Cap 

•  5  Rounds  of  Golf 

- 1  ■;  •_ 

Guif-front,  heated  pool,  beach,  cable  color  TV, 
spacious  rooms,  suites,  dining  room,  enter¬ 
tainment,  game  room,  children’s  play  area. 
Year-round  golf,  fresh/salt  water-fishing,  sight¬ 
seeing.  26  miles  of  white  sandy  beach.  2  blks.  to 
Edgewater  Shopping  Mall  (over  143  stores). 
Group  rates,  varioqajiackage  plans.  Children 
^under  18  free  accompanied  by  parents. 

SNOWBIRD  SPECIAL  $128.50 

*  (P*r  P«f»on  —  double  occupancy) 

5  Days  -  4  Nitas  /  Fab.  1- June  1 

•  $25  Food  Allowance 

•  8  Championship  Golf  Courses 

•  Game  Room 


ovuut  anu  aiMYCu  oil  men 

DAVID  PERRY,  pastor  of  Easthaven.  ([M  q(  semce  (address;  Caixa  ^ 
Brookhaven.  is  pictured  with  Eagle  20512  Rio  de  Janeiro,  RJ,  Brazil).  He  is 
Scout  Stan  Coder.  Recently  ,n  an  Eagle  a  natlve  of  Gulfport,  Miss.  The  former 
Scout  presentation  ceremony  con-  G,oria  Jeannette  Ross  she  was ^  jn 
ducted  by  Russell  Bums,  Distnct  Chair-  Flagstaff  Ariz 
man  of  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  Stan,  son 

of  Mr  and  Mrs.  Billy  C.  Crider,  (members  Bob  and  Dolores  G.  Magee,  mis- 
of  Easthaven)  received  his  Eagle  Scout  sionaries  to  Colombia,  have  arrived  in 
Rank.  This  year  marks  the  10th  anniver-  ♦  the  States  for  furlough  (address:  100 
sary  of  Troop  365  being  sponsored  by  Georgia  Ave.,  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 
Easthaven.  In  the  last  10  years.  16  Eagle  39401).  They  are  natives  of  Mississip-, 
Scouts  have  come  from  Troop  365.  The 
nationwide  average  is  only  one  per  100 
scouts.  This  makes  Troop  365  far  above 
average  in  producing  Eagle  Scouts,  said 
Ron  Willianjson.  Scoutmaster  and  a 
deacon  in  Easthaven. 

Hugh  S.  Kinard.  Sr.  was  presented  a 
plaque  Jan.  3  as  honor  deacon.  Kinard 
served  as  a  deacon,  1937*1981.  Jerome 
Sharp  was  ordained  as  a  deacon  at  the 
Evening  Worship  Service  January  3. 

He  is  the  son  of  Kermit  Sharp,  director 
of  missions,  Kemper  County. 


Roland  and  Linda  Hodge,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Ecuador,  have  arrived  in 
Costa  Rica  for  language  study  (ad¬ 
dress:  Institute  de  Lengua  Espanola, 
Apartado  100,  2350  San  Francisco  de 
Dos  Rios,  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica).  He  is 
a  native  of  Magee,  Miss. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  F.  Reppeto, 

Baptist  representatives  to  Mexico, 
have  arrived  on  the  field  for  language 
study  (address.  Apartado  31-132, 
Guadalajara,  Jalisco.  Mexico).  The 
former  Olive  Hundley  of  Mississippi, 
Harold  Anderson  of  Aberdeen  is  she  was  bom  in  Drew  and  grew  up 
listed  in  the  eleventh  edition  of  Per-  there  and  in  Yazoo  City, 
sonalities  Of  The  South.  Anderson  has 

ministered  in  Southern  Baptist  Jason  and  Susan  Carlisle,  mis- 
Churches  for  14  years.  He  has  served  sionaries  to  Uruguay,  have  completed 
as  pastor  of  First  Baptist,  Bude,  for  furlough  and  will  shortly  return  to  the 
five  years  and  also  as  pastor  of  field  (address:  Battle  Ordonez, 
Friendship  Athens  and  First  Baptist,  Florida,  Uruguay).  Bom  in  Harlingen, 
Prairie  in  Monroe  Association.  Texas,  he  grew  up  in  Montevideo, 

Uruguay,  where  his  parents  were 
Nashville— A  variety  of  conferences  Southern  Baptist  missionaries.  She  is 
designed  for  new  workers,  and  persons  the  fofmer  Susan  Langston  of 
experienced  in  media  library  work  Jackson,  Miss. 

will  cover  basic  and  special  interest  ' - ; - 

topics  this  year  at  Ridgecrest,  July  3-9,  Wise  people  sometimes  change  their 

and  at  Glorieta,  July  24-30.  minds— fools  never. 


Clay  Campbell  is  the  new  minister  of 
music  at  Mars  Hill  Church,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Association.  , 

Tommy  Whaley  has  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  New  Canaan  Baptist 
Church,  Jasper,  Ala.  Walker  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  moved  from  Liberty  Baptist 
Church,  Monroe  Association.  His  new 
address  is  Rt.  12,  Box  293,  Jasper,  Ala. 

4CCA1  1  I 


I-  Gentlemen:  Please  send  free -brochure, 


Address 


City/ State/Zip 


BILOXI  BEACH 


!  •  PHONE  • 

■  601/388-3310 


1  MOTOR  INN 

*115  W.  BtA^H  BLVD.  Dept. 

MISSISSIPPI  39531 


It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  r 
ceive,  but  it  is  also  more  expensive 


Concerning  personal  values 


The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd 


The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd;  I  shall  not  want 
as  I  venture  onto  the  road  of  obedience; 
to  walk  sedately  through  the  rubble  and  glitter 
of  a  trying  world,  clothed  in  his  love. 


was  made  in  translation  and  that  what 
he  actually  said  was  that  it  was  easier 
for  a  rope  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a 
needle  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

We  should  not  try  to  make  the  state¬ 
ment  less  than  it  is.  Jesus  was  stating 
an  impossibility.  It  is  impossible  for  a 
person  to  be  saved  If  that  person  is 
trusting  in  riches  to  achieve  salvation 
People  are  saved  by  grace  through 
faith  and  not  by  what  money  can  do  for 
themjcf.  Ephesians  2:8-9). 

The  question  of  money  seems  to 
have  brought  to  Simon  Peter’s  mind 
the  thought  of  rewards  and  when  he 
brought  up  the  question  about  what 
those  who  had  given  up  everything  to 
follow  Clvist  would  receive,  Jesus  as¬ 
sured  him  they  would  be  amply  re- 


that  in  the  beginning  God  made  no 
grounds  for  divorce' 

II.  Attitude  toward  children,  19:13-15 
The  question  of  divorce  leads  quite 
naturally  to  the  question  about  at- 


I  shall  not  want,  as  I  drink  from  the  fountain 
of  his  power,  and  find  glory  in  his  fullness; 
as  I  keep  my  heart  with  all  diligence,  and  search  for 
wisdom  and  understanding.  i 


I  shall  not  want,  as  I  profoundly  claim  and  salute 
the  flag  of  faith,  and  dwell  within  the  peace  and  comfort 
of  his  amazir^g  grace;  clinging  to  each  golden  promise 
that  stirs  and  keeps  the  heart  awake.  * 


sonal  values.  ,  titude  toward  children.  The  practice  of 

I-  The  question  of  divorce,  19:104  divorce  belittles  children  and  disrupts 

Following  the  period  of  special  train-  homes,  but  since  children  are  a  pat- 
ing  of  the  12,  Jesus  left  Galilee  and  tern  for  kingdom  men  and  women, 
came,  with  the  disciples,  to  the  area  of  Jesus  rebuked  the  disciples  who  were 
Judea  on  the  eastern  sideof  the  Jordan  attempting  to  keep  the  people  from 
river  Here  he  continued  his  ministry  bringing  little  children  to  him. 
of  healing,  but  he  was  not  to  be  allowed  The  late  Gaines  S.  Dobbins  was  ac- 

to  do  so  peaceably.  customed  to  say  that  one  of  the  most 

The  Pharisees  came  to  test  him  by  significant  acts  of  Jesus  during  his 
asking  if  there  was  any  ground  on  .ministry  was  the  time  he  put  little 
which  it  was  lawful  for  a  man  to  di-  children  in  the  midst  of  people  and  fo- 
vorce  his  wife.  They  knew  that  the  cused  attention  on  them.  His  attitude 
Jews  themselves  were  divided  on  this  toward  children  changed  the  value  of 
question  since  the  liberal  rabbinical  children  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  t. 
school  in  Jerusalem  interpreted  ...  _  ,  ■.  ,  l  _ 

Deuteronomy  24: 1-4  in  such  a  way  that  **I.  The  place  of  wealth  in  assigning 

a  man  could  divorce  his  wife  for  al-  w  v®,ues’  *,  *“  ,  ,  .  .. 

most  any  reason.  If^he  burned  his  din-  Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke  all  re- 

ner.  he  could  give  her  a  writ  of  di-  Port  tbe  jislt  a  ndb  y<\u"$  ru 
vorcement  • .  who  asked  Jesus  what  good  thing  he 

The  more  conservative  school,  how-  mus*  do  bave  eternal  life.  TTiis  was 
ever,  interpreted  the  same  passage  in  not  a  man  interested  in  entrapping 
such  a  way  that  marital  infidelity  was  Jesus  lrtt0  an  unfavorable  response, 
the  only  ground  on  which  divorce  could  He  ™as  8  s,ncere  seeker  after  the 
be  given.  Thus,  the  Pharisees  thought  trV.„  .  ..  .  . 

any  answer  Jesus  gave  them  would  get  Whjn  Jesus  said  to  him.  If  you  wish 

him  in  trouble  with  one  group  or  the  to  be  complete,  ( 10:21  NASV),  he  was 
other  I  talking  about  a  maturity  one  achieves 

In  his  reply  to  their  question.  Jesus  "h?®  POrP°se  God 

went  back  of  the  Mosaic  law  to  God’s  hed  for  his  life.  In  this  case  Jesus  could 
original  plan.  In  it  there  was  no  place  see  young  man  8  problem  was  his 
for  divorce  and  Jesus  plainly  told  them  ,  wealth.  He  owned  his  possessions  but 
so.  When  they  asked  why  Moses  com-  in  a  sense  they  owned  him. 
manded  to  give  a  bill  of  divorcement.  Although  Jesus  had  compassion  on 
Jesus  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  tbe  poor,  it  is  unlikely  that  he  was 
Moses  did  not  command  it  but  allowed  thlnkin8  85  ™ch  about  their  needf  as 
it  because  of  their  lack  of  spiritual  de-  I*  wa?  about  the  young  man  s  problem 
velopment  when  he  told  him  to  go  sell  what  he  had 

We  live  in  a  society  today  in  which  an<I  8*ve  P°°r  The  poor  had 

divorce  is  not  only  condoned ;  it  seems  need-^so  did  the  young  man.  He  went 
to  be  encouraged  The  attitude  of  away  in  sorrow  because  he  was  unwil- 
many  people  seems  to  be  that  they  are  I  ing  t0  separate  himself  from  his  pos- 
willing  to  try  marriage  and  if  it  does  sessions. 

not  work  out  immediately,  they  can  IV,  The  dangers  of  wealth,  19:23-30 
get  a  divorce  Marital  infidelity  is  not  In  describing  the  hindrances  that 
to  be  taken  lightly.  wealth  can  bring,  Jesus  said,  “And 


I  shall  not  want,  as'  his  infinite  care  knows  no  boundary 
and  at  all  times  he  is  with  me  and  grants  me  the  power 
to  bury  sorrow;  awaken  laughter;  and  keep  love  alive. 

I  shall  not  want ...  the  Lord  is  my  Shepherd. 


Roxie  Barton  Jones 
Aberdeen 


I  am  your  church 


Composer  of  my  song 

I  was  simply  a  bunch  of  jumbled  notes, 
Long  notes,  short  notes, 

With  no  rests  at  all. 


Many  years  I’ve  stood,  a  building 
As  the  people  come  and  go  — 
Many  pastors  here  have  labored, 
Proudly  watching  as  I  grow. 


Find  in  me  no  condemnation 
If  you  find  me  growing  cold. 
Can’t  you  see  that  my  reflection 
Is  the  image  of  your  soul? 


warded  in  addition  to  receiving  eternal 
life.  He  did  add,  however,  “But  many 
who  are  first  will  be  last;  and  the  last 
first”  (19:30  NASV). 


These  notes  were  flung 
Across  my  empty  strings; 
-Just  simply  noise,  Lord, 


Am  I  growing  but  in  number? 

Or  in  grace  as  I  should  be? 

You,  my  people,  do  not  weaken  — 
Work  and  pray  and  strengthen  me 


-Ruby  Nelson Vleming 
Waveland,  MS  * 


Devotional 

Watch 


You  added  a  beautiful  melody; 

Just  the  right  beat,  Lord; 

And  then  you  added  your  harmony. 


Then  you  penned  your  love. 

Your  hope,  your  time, 

You  composed  the  lyrics, 

Then  came  the  song,  now  mine. 


By  Marilyn  Hopkins,  BYW  consultant 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

"Watch  for  the  new  thing  I  am  going  to  do.  It  is  happening  already— you  can  see 
it  now!”  (Isaiah  43:19a  TEV)  _  •  I 

Watch ...  for  the  new  thing  I  am  going  to  do,  the  prophet  Isaiah  came  during  a 
time  when  the  children  of  God  were  crushed .  . .  without  hope.  But  he  proclaimed 
that  God  was  even  then  preparing  a  new  life  for  his  people!  As  a  promise  to 
JfyHfl watch’  for  the  new  things  that  he  was  going  to  do.  The  major 
*.*’iHL*  tJ-R®  one— to  bring  them  out  of  Babylon  out  of  exile,  and  take 
,'V  l Jm  them  back  home.  Back  home,  toJerusklem! 

i vtSp  What  a  wonderful  feeling  to  know  you  aTe  going  home'  What 
“  7  WB  a  joy  the  people  miist  have  felt  at  hearingisuch  good  news.  We 
can  identify  with  their  feelings  as  we  tjiink  about  the  past 
holidays  When  ‘we  went  home.’ 

In  the  book  of  Isaiah,  in  chapters  40-55,  the  prophet  Isaiah 
gj||o  tells  that  the  people  were  to  “trust"  and  "to  fear  not.”  They 

■MpIpPMi  were  not  alone  in  their  situation .  .  .  this  exile.  God  was  watch¬ 
ing.  He  was  preparing  for  his  will  to  be  accomplished  in  their 


Yes,  Lord,  not  my  rhythm, 
not  my  melody, 
not  my  lyrics,  ’ 
not  even  my  harmony 


But  with  you,  as  composer  of  this  song 
And  your  baton  within  your  hand, 

I'm  under  your  direction  now.  Lord, 

I  will  sing  it,  lor,  now  I  can. 

You  placed  the  notes  where  they  should 


You  made  your  melody  beautiful  for 


Yqu  gave  that  rhythm,  and  the  rhyipe, 
You  made  your  harmony,  thy  love,  be¬ 
come  mine. 


Hopkins 

lives. 

Even  today,  the  Lord  continues  to  tell  us  .  . .  his  children,  to  “watch,”  and  to 
"trust,”  and  to  “fear  not.  ”  Don’t  worry  about  tomorrow,  the  Lord  is  in  control  of 
every  situation  .  . .  your  life,  the  world  in  which  we  live.  During  these  times  of 
trouble,  of  uncertainties  in  our  lives;  it  is  so  easy.to  be  fearful  and  to  be  anxious. 
Just  as  during  the  days  of  Isaiah,  God  continues  to  show  his  love  and  has  his 
watchful  eye  on  his  children  ...  his  disciples  in  the  year  1962.  We  are  standing 
and  watching  for  the  great  things  God  will  do  in  and  through  us,  if  we  can 
truthfully  claim  his  promise  in  Isaiah  43: 19  to  watch ! 

WATCH  as  he  shows  us  what  is  now  happening.  FEAR  NOT  for  he  knows. 
TRUST  and  he  shall  give.  COMMIT  ourselves  td  trust  that  the  Lord  will  provide 
and  care ior  our  every  need  iix£VERY  situation.  It  is  happening  right  now  in  our 
lives  ..  ..watch,  wait  and  see!  -  r  . 


You  placed  each  part  with  love  and  care. 

You  let  beautiful  music  sing  on  the  air. 
Now  with  you,  the  composer  of  my  song, 
I  can  make  music,  for  to  you  I  belong 
You  are  the  composer  of  my  song, 
To  God  be  the  glory. 

To  him  it  belongs. 


“Yep,”  said  the  villager,  “This  ax 
once  belonged  to  George 
Washington.” 

“Not  really!”  gasped  the  collector. 
“It  certainly  has  stood  up  well.” 

“Of  course,”  admitted  thf  old  gent, 
“It  has  had  two  new  handles  and  three 
new  heads.”  i 


Elsie  Day  Cruthirds  Hutto 
Gulfport 


Jesus  affirms  his  ministry  T 

By  Lyuie  H.  Farmer,  Jr.,  Hattiesburg  pleased  with  him.'  try  to  tell  a  malh  about  the  love  of  God 

Thus  we  hpve  John  the  Baptist  wit-  when  he  is  suffering.  In  our  mission 
nessing  to  the  authenticity  of  Jesus’  work  we  set  up  hospitals  and  clinics  to 

>  alleviate  men’s  suffering.  When  they 
to  be  his  son  and  expressing  fatherly  see  God’s  love  reflected  in  our  trying  to 
students.  Many  of  them  were  new  pride  in  him.  Let  us  look  at  how  the'  stop  their  hurting  they  are  much  more 

receptive  to  the  gospel. 

Application 

You  and  I  have  a  real  relationship  to 
Jesus’  ministry  in  at  least  two  ways. 
First,  we  were  the  recipients  of  his  j 
love  when  we  became  Christians.  Sec¬ 
ond,  because  we  are  Christians  we  are 
to  have  compassion  on  those  aniiind 
us— near  and  far— who  are  hungry, 
who  hurt,  or  who  are  lost.  If  Jesus  is 
our  Lord  and  he  helps  those  in  need, 
should  we  not  follow  his  example  and 
help  those  we  see  in  need,  physically 
and  spiritually? 


Paul’s  understanding  of  sexuality 


By  James  L.  Travis  thing.  Rather,  it  has  become  demonic 

Pastoral  Services  i  ( I  use  this  example  because  I  am  not  a 

University  Medical  Center  golfer.  If  I  had  used  the  example  of 

Jackson  '  gardening,  I  would  have  struck  much 

I  Corinthians  (:  12-20  closer  home). 

...  „  d  i  j  In  verse  13  Paul  notes  the  second 

th  s  passage  Paul  d.scusses  ui  axiomcitedby  theConnthians;  “Food 
,p  e  an  understandmg  of  sexual  ig  meant  the  stomach  and  the 
net  that  meshes  with  the  Christ-  -  stomach  for  food  ..  He  aerees  with 
aith.  He  is  referring  back  to  the  this,  but  goes  o^Tto  pdnt  bSt  that  this 

ip  e  mentioned  m  5:1-13.  In  the  bears  the  impermanence  that  charac- 
*  of  this  exposition,  he  introduces  terizes  al,  reaht  It  does  ^ 

object  of  Christian  freedom-its  fit  within  a  christian  fr 'me  of  refer. 

re  a^how  “  ™rks  out  ™  fPf ‘f|c  ence  to  take  something  finite  and  pro 
m  tehavior  I  have  entitled  this  mote  it  to  ^  leve,  0Tnilerahip  over 
n  “Paul  s  Understanding  of  Sex-  ,g  ,i(e  „  y 

y."  A  “Christian”  understanding  s,  15-17-11*  Mystery  and  Power  of 
xual.ty  wouW  need  to  take  into  Sexualit^:  In  ^  ^  Paul,  who 
jnt  the  life  and  message  of  Jesus  -  has  ^introduced  notion  of  the 

e  Christians  Tind  themrefvesV  body  as  being  aImost  synonyrnous 
eLhristians  find  themselves  to-  with  the  self  and  the  concept  of  the  re- 

TTiis  js  not  to  say,  however,  that  surrection  of  the  ^  ^akes  very 

s  understanding  is  not  very  ,m-  clear  his  ^ror  at  the  prospect  of  the 

int.  It  is.  Paul  was  limited  m  his  Corinthian  Christians  enraging  in 

oach  to  sexuality  as  is  evident  sexua,  intercourse  outsid*“f 

i  he  discusses  the  subject  of  mar-  ■  . _ „ _ , _ 

:.  But  those  limitations  do  not  in- 

late  the  positive  contribution  ,  ■  fa«hion  cimilar  to  mnd 

hhemakCs,„,h„s,g„i,ioa„la,t 

Corinth,  it  was  also  common  practice 
2-14— Liberty  vs.  License:  Paul  to  engage  in  sexual  intercourse  with 'a 
rently  quotes  a  couple  of  axioms  temple  prostitute,  all  in  the  name  of 
the  Corinthian  community  by  devout  obedience  to  one’s  own  religi- 
h  members  of  the  Corinthian  ous  faith. 

:h  were  misinterpreting  some  of  It  is  here  that  Paul ,  who  is  plain  spo- 

lings  he  had  said  about  Christian  ken  in  his  abhorrence  of  sexual  prom- 

om.  The  first  of  these,  “all  things  iscuity,  makes  an  indirect  but  sig- 
awful  for  me,”  was  a  means  of  nificant  contribution  to  understanding 
ying  any  behavior  since  they  no  toe  mystery  and  power  of  sexuality, 
r  lived  under  the  law.  Keep  in  mind  that  for  Paul,  with  his 

ll,  however,  points  out  that  Chris-  Jewish  background,  the  body  and  the 
reedom  is  not  the  same  thing  as  self  are  alrijost  synonymous.  One  does 
se  to  live  as  one  pleases.  He  men-  not  have  a  body.  One  is  a  body, 
two  standards  which  interact  ,Unlike  the  prevalent  attitude  in 
freedom  in  such  a  way  as  to  pro-  Cjreek  culture  which  depreciated  the 

a  responsible  life  in  grace.  The  Worth  of  the  body,  and  in  general 

standard  was  the  well-being  of  .  looked  upon  material  things  as  not 
persons.  If  something  is  damag-  nearly  as  important  as  spiritual  or  significance  for  their  Christiahjiving 

>  another  individual,  then,  lawful  mental  things,  Paul  very  much  ap-  - : - - -  '  “ 

t,  it  is  noWappropriate  for  us  to  preciated  the  significance  of  the  body. 

:ipate  in  it.  ;  Not  only  in  this  context  but  In  other 

;  criterion  of  love  for  other  per-  attempts  to  explain  the  Christian  faith, 

overrides  the  legality  of  any  he  repeatedly  uses  the  concept  claim  to  be  totally  self-sufficient 

fic  thing.  Secondly,  Paul  cites  the  “body.”  without  need  for  God  or  other  persons 

lard  of  mastery.  If  something  in  When  it  comes  to  explaining  why  it  is 

i  we  participate  becomes  master  so  destructive  to  enter  into  sexual  in- 
us.  whether  it  is  legal  or  not,  it  tercourse  with  a  prostitute,  Paul  Is  not 

•es  the  effectiveness  of  our  lives,  as  clear.  He  cites  the  Gen.  2:24  pas- 

jxample.  for  Christians  to  play  sage:  “The  two  shall  become  one 

is  certainly  an  appropriate  and  flesh.”  However,  he  takes  that  some- 
:ul”  enterprise.  But  at  the  point  what  out  of  context  since  it  originally 
e  golf  becomes  an  obsession  and  applied  to  a  couple  in  marriage.  It  is 
s  to  rule  a  person’s  life,  then  it  is  obvious  that  the  intimacy  and  com- 
nger  a  reasonable  and  helpful  munion  that  is  possible  between  a  hus¬ 


band  and  wife  in  expressions  of  their  I 

sexuality  is  certainly  not  the  case  in  Luke  3:15-22;  4:14-44;  7:19-23 

sexual  intercourse  with  a  prostitute.  While  Baptist  Student  Union  direc  w  _ _ _ 

The  latter  may  be  altogether  a  physi-  tor  at  Clarke  College  in  the  mid-40s,  I  ministry  and  God  both  claiming  Jesus 
cal  behavior  with  no  significant  com-  interviewed  hundreds  of  ministerial 
munication  between  the  two  persons 
and  certainly  nothing  that  approaches 

the  kind  of  intimacy  and  closeness  that  j  cently  surrendered  to  the  ministry, 
can  exist  between  two  persons  com-  Most  were  very  zealous,  far  beyond 
mitted  to  each  other.  their  knowledge  or  wisdom,  and  some 

.  What  Paul  apparently  is  aware  of,  were  zealous  to  the  point  of  being  con- 

however,  although  he  does  not  clearly  sidered  odd.  Many  of  them  were  phys- 
explain  this,  is  that  one’s  sexuality  is  a  ically  or  intellectually  handicapped, 

powerful ,  if  mysterious,  force  for  es-  and ,  in  my  mind ,  not  at  all  fitted  for  the 

tablishing  the  highest  level  of  com-  ministry. 

munion.  He  compares  this  with  the  re-  I  soon  learned  that  God  had  called 
lationship  that  an  individual  has  “who  them  and  that  I  was  not  responsible  for 
is  united  to  the  Lord.”  There  the  level  that  decision.  In  time  I  learned  not  to 
of  communion  is  a  spiritual  one  lone  question  God’s  ability  to  use  any  of 
spirit  with  him).  these  young  people. 

What  Paul  at  least  strongly  implies  Through  the  years  as  I  have  watched 

in  this  diatribe  against  sexual  promis-  these  people  work  for  the  Lord,  I  have 
cuity  is  that  a  person’s  sexuality  is  a  seen  someof  them  fall  by  the  wayside 
means  of  expressing  one’s  own  per-  They  have  decided  that  they  were  mis- 
sonhood.  It  can  powerfully  open  the  taken  in  their  interpretation  of  God’s 
door  for  the  deepest  levels  of  com-  call.  On  the  other  hand,  many  who 
munication  and  intimacy.  To  use  this  seemed  the  most  likely  to  fail  are  now 
part  of  one’s  self  in  a  thoughtless  and  highly  successful  and  dearly  beloved 
haphazard  fashion  is  simply  to  deny  pastors. 

one’s  self  the  possibilities  that  exist  in  I.  John’s  witness  of  Jesus'  ministry, 

_  '  Lukes:  15-20.  T  SAN  FRANCISCO  (EP)-The  pub- 

Our  modern  culture  needs  to  strug-  For  many  years  the  Jews  had  been  lisher  of  California  Christian  Yellow 

gle  with  this  issue.  From  different  expecting  the  coming  of  the  Messiah.  IV.  John’sstruggle  with  Jesus’ minis-  Pages  telephone  directories  which 

perspectives,  and  some  not  necessar-  When  John  the  Baptist  appeared  on  the  try,  Luke  7:  19-23.  limited  advertisers  to  “born  again” 

ily  religious,  attention  is  being  focused  scene  it  was  natural  for  them  to  won-  John  had  reproved  Herod  the  tet-  Christians,  has  signed  a  court- 
on  the  great  power  to  revitalize  or  de-  der  if  he  might  be  the  Messiah.  Their  rarch  for  his  relationship  with  Herod’s  approved  agreement  to  cease  the  de¬ 
stroy  that  exists  in  sexual  relation-  expectation  of  the  Messiah  was  sister-in-law.  This  resulted  in  John’s  criminatory  practice  it  was  disclosed 
ships.  Sexuality  includes  and  goes  heightened  as  John  became  more  and  imprisonment.  Johri  had  been  Ian-  today  by  the  Anti-Defamation  League 
much  beyond  the  specific  act  of  sexual  more  popular.  guishing  in  a  prison  cell.  Most  likely  it  of  B’nai  B’rith. 

intercourse.  However,  the  latter  is  ob-  John  was  conscious  of  what  they  was  a  filthy  place  with  no  ventilation  Th  a_».m  .  . 

viously  a  very  important  and  the  most  were  thinking.  He  told  them  that  he  and  little  light.  .  tlementnf  a ™J.was. reacned  In  set 

visible  aspect  of  human  sexuality.  was  sent  to  announce  the  coming  of  one  In  such  conditions  it  is  easy  for  one  hp  ,lscrliP1”a,)on.  ®ult 

6:18-20 — yot  Your  Own  . . .  Bought  who  would  be  greater  than  he  was.  with  real  convictions  to  become  con-  ipu,ifi,  h,y:n„  L  on  be/ia,f  °j, tw0 
with  A  Price;  He  pulls  out  the  stops  in  John  said  that  he  was  not  even  worthy  fused  and  to  question  those  convic-  llJO„ss7lef.'J[  ,*e  <?dver* 

reminding  the  Corinthian  Christians  to  untie  the  shoe  of  the  one  who  would  tions.  When  John  began  to  wonder  r  ,by.  e 

that  their  bodies  are  temples  of  the  come.  f  '  about  Jesus  he  sent  a  committee  of  two  edltlon  of\hr>st‘an  Yellow 

Holy  Spirit,  and,  as  such,  hold  great  Hie  said  that  he  did  baptize  people  disciples  to  investigate.  g  \ 

significance  for  their  Christiahjiving.  ^ith  water,  but  the  one  who  would  John’s  disciples  went  to  Jesus  and  Earlier  this  year,  ADL  won  a  similar 
But  the  primary  thrust  of  these  few  come  would  baptize  them  with  the  askedif  he  was  the  Messiah  who  was  to  suit  Hted  against  the  Christian  Busi- 
words  is  captured  in  the  reminder  that  Holy  Spirit  and  with  fire.  Fire  was  come  or  should  they  look  for  another.  ness  Directory  ,  headquartered  in  San 
the  Corinthians  were  not  their  own.  associated  in  the  Jewish  mind  with  the  Jesus  told  his  questioners  to  go  back  Diego.  That  settlement  prevented  the 
That  is,  they  could  not  with  validity  judgment.  So  John  told  the  people  they  and  report  to  John  what  they  had  seen  defendant  publication  from  requiring 

.  wodld  be  sifted  as  grain  from  the  chaff,  and  heard.  We  are  not  told  the  results  prospective  advertisers  to  identify 

_  Ef.  The  Father’s  endorsement,  Luke  of  their  report,  but  we  assume  that  tbeir  religious  faith  as  a  condition  of 

They  owe  life  itself  to  the  Creator  and  3:21-22.  ;  •  John  was  convinced.  advertising.  The  Christian  Business 

Redeemer  who  gives  life  and  who  re-  John  was  baptizing  many  people.  Notice  the  activities  they  had  found  Directory  is  now  defunct, 
deems  life:  While  this  was  going  on  Jesus  came  to  Jesus  performing,  and  the  order  he  According  to  the  court-approved 

Here  Paul  was  countering  that  kind  him  to  be  baptized  along  with  the  listed  them  as  he  spoke  to  John’s  disci-  agreement,  Christian  Yellow  Pages, 
of  arrogance  that  is  basically  narcis-  others.  When  Jesus  had  been  baptized  pies  in  verse  22.  He  first  mentioned  his  Inc.,  is  barred  from  requiring  an  orai 
sistic  ajid  turned  in  on  itself  This  is,  and  was  praying,  the  Holy  Spirit  came  healing  of  the  blind,  the  lepers,  and  the  or  written  declaration  by  advertisers 
another  way  of  saying  that  Christian  down  on  him  in  the  appearance  of  a  deaf.  Thpse  were  what  the  people  saw  of  their  religious  belief,  affiliation  or 
freedom  finds  its  highest  expression  in  dove.  The  voice  of  God  came  from  as  their  most  pressing  needs.- Only  theology  and  from  printing  a  “Con- 
our  awareness  that  we  do  not  live  unto  heaven  and  declared  that  Jesus  was  then  did  Jesus  say  that  the  poor  had  the  cept”  foreword  which  urges  readers  to 
ourselves.  the  Son  of  God  and  that  God  was  gospel  preached  to  them.  It  is  futile  to  buy  from  Christians.  , 


Christian,  Yellow 
Pages  must 
not  limil  ads 


He  healed  many  people,  including  Pe¬ 
ter’s  mother-in-law.  Even  the  demons 
knew  that  he  was  the  Messiah. 
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